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Wednesday

M7 parents are always sqyihs the world doesnt
revolve around me, but sometimes T wonder if it

o\c+ua||7/ DOES.

When T was a little kid, T saw this movie about
a man whose whole life is secre+|7 beihs £ilmed
for a TV s)now. ’ﬂ\is 30}/ is famous all over 'H‘\e

world, and he doesnt KNOW it.

Well, ever since T saw that movie, T Ve kind of

ﬁsurec} ‘H\e Same +Hh3 1S ProbaHy \-\o\\)\)ehihs +o ME.
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At first T was ahhoye& my life was being
broadcast wi-ﬂ'\ou-f m7' \Dermissioh. But +¥\eh I
realized that if millions of \DeoPle are tuning in

every day to see what T'm up 1o, that's actuall
) 4 § 4

kind of COOL.

Sometimes T worry that my life is too BORING
1o be its own television show , SO T +r>/ to do
someﬂ'\ihs eh+er+dihih3 eVery how ahcl 'H'\eh ‘o siVe

+he People wa+c¥\ih3 at home a sood chuckle.







The other -H\ihs T do is send my avdience little

siahals to let them know T'm in on the secret.

ERGT CUPCAKE?
\

1f my life’s a TV show, then there’s gotta be
commercial breaks. T fisure +¥\e7/ must run the ads
when T'm in the bathroom, so T qlwqys make a

bis entrance after T finish vp in there.
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But sometimes T wonder how much of my life is
REAL and how much of it is RIGGED. Because
half +he +)n|'h35 +hat \'\a‘)\)eh to me are so

ridiculous, T wonder if someone ELSE is Pullihs

+¥\e s+rih35.

T£ it's all fake, the LEAST +the Peoyle n
c\'\arse can do is give me some Juicier s+or7 lines

+o work wi+\-\.

K hi"‘&l’l:.‘i'i@!?? o CREGGETSOA, GIRLFRIEND ? OR
GRES }.lﬂ-ﬂbx*‘ﬁ.a.ﬁl‘hl"ii!. CLE"? OR "GREG
T NIENRARLEA MOTORCYCLE™
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EVery once in a while T wonder if the \Jeovle n
my life are who they SEEM 4o be, or if theyre
Y a 4

reqlly Just ACTORS.

Tf -H\ey’re actors, T )nope +he kid who's \alayiha

my friend Rowley gets an award, because he's

Joihs a 3rea+ \job Pre‘l'ehéihs 4o be a doofus.

And if my brother Rodrick is actually just some
gvy getting PAID o act like a jerk, then that

makes me see him in a whole hew |i3\'\+.

Who knows? T"\o\ybe he's a nice vy in real life, and

ohe &ay well be soo& friends.

ﬁ. ﬁ AL ~% L%






But if m)/ PARENTS are actors ) 'H‘\eh +)na+‘s

Jus+ wrong.

TVe made a lot of Mother’s and Father's Pay

cards over the years. T£ this is all a sham, then

T deserve 4o 3e+ Pai& for m7/ time and effort.




O T o

6




And speakihs of getting Pai&, TN bet my REAL

parents are set for life, thanks to me.

NN

But T'm doing eVery’rhihs T can to make sure
T can cash in later. On most TV shows, the
main character has a catchphrase that +)ne7/ say
at least once per episode. So Tve come up with
a catchphrase of my OWN, and T drop it into

conversation eVery once in a while.
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Later on T'm gohna sla\) my ca+c\'\\>¥\rase on every
?iece of merchandise T can think of and wait for

+he mohe)/ to start ro||ih3 n.

e
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T guarantee A RS -H'\ous\'\. T'm not gohha end
up as ohe of +hose was’ned-u? celebrities who sells

?ic‘h;res at au+03ra\7¥\ conventions J'us+ to make a

C“\Cd? bUCk.
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The one -H\ihs TVe learned about television is that
sooher or later, eVery show gets canceled. But in
+he last season +\\e7/ usvally introduce a hew pet or

a cute kid to {)um? up +he ra‘h'hss.

So when my little brother, Mahhy, was born, T
fisurec} +)ne7/ were +r7lih3 +o re\alace me as the star

of the show with a fresh new face.

The +\-u'h3 T couldnt -Fisure out was how a

newborn {)aby could be an ACTOR. T +}\ous)n+



maybe Mahh7/ was a puppet beihs controlled 57/ an

dJuH w"\o was Hddeh from view.



I never found ah7/ evidence +}\a+ -H\is was true,
but +)na+ didnt s+0\> me from c}\eckihs evary onhce

in a while Just to make sure.

As Mahhy got older, it was Pre-H)/ clear he was
3e+‘h'h3 around on Hs owh. So +¥\eh I wondered
if Ke was ac-hmll)/ a SUPer-\'\is\\--fech wihclu? +o>/ or

even some kind of ROBOT.

ﬂ\eh I +)nou3¥\+ maybe EVERYBODY around

me was a robot and T was the ohly actual human



{)eihs in the -family. Robots need elec+n'ci+7l for

gower, so that would ex\Dlm'h zv\:‘\l‘ we have two or

}\ree outlets in eVery room o e }\ouse.
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T+ would ALSO ex‘)|dih some of the -H\ihss my

parents say when ‘H\e)/ think T'm not |is+ehih3.

T robots use batteries, it explains w)n)/ we have
so mahy of them in the \7|as+ic bin in the |auhc}r7/

room. I’m not exac‘fly sure where +)ne batteries

GO, but T do have a few guesses.
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I fisurecl ﬂ\e ohly Wd)/ o fu'h& out if m7/ 'deﬂ)/
members were robots was to see if T could get
one of 'H\em +o shor+-circui+. But eH’}\er Dad’s a

wa+er\>roof model or he’s Just a re3u|o\r Kuman with

ho sense of humor.

THAT incident got me srouhcled for a week. The
Feovle wa+c}\ih3 my show Probably had a sood
|du3¥\, but T'm sure the ratings were in the toilet

for a while after that.
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I guess -H\ere’s a c}\ahce -H\a-f I’m Jus+ ah
or&ihary kid |ivih3 a normal life, and T'm NOT
the star of some TV show. But there could still

be SOMEONE out +)nere wa‘l'c}\ihs.

With all the planets in +he universe, there’s
GOTTA be intelligent life out there. Some people
say that if aliens were real, UFOs would be
2ipping around our skies all the time. But T figure
aliens are SMART, and ﬂ\ey’re Just keei‘)ihs a low

?rofﬂe ontil the time is rish-r to invade.

’ﬂ\ey’re \arobably spying on us at this very
secohc{, saﬂ\erihs information about +’ne wa7/ we

live our lives.
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M7 bet is +hat houseflies are ac+uq|l7/ li+tle drones
that the aliens use to beam images back to +heir
SH\DS. Because if you’Ve ever seen a \)ic-h;re of a
ﬂ)/ up close, it's Pre++7 obvious their "e7/es" are

o\c+ua||>/ )nis\-\--fec\w cameras.

The oh|7/ +Hh3 T dont understand is that aliens
seem to be reqlly fascinated with 303 poop- But T

guess +\we7/’\/e 30+ +\weir reasons for +)na+.

i |
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TVe ried to explain my +heories to my parents
and other grown-ups, but it's Pre++7/ clear hobocly
wants 4o hear what some kid has to say. So every
chance T aet, T make sure the aliens know T'm

on their side.

Wit

Wil I/l

= &)
=g *\o?e T 30+ it ris}\‘f about the “ies, 'H\ous\'\.

Because if the drones are ac-hmll)/ MOSQUITOES,

we can Probo\bl)' expect an alien invasion ah7/

second how.
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The 'H\ihs is, Tve ALWAYS fel+ like someone’s

out there kee\)ihs +abs on my |ife.

After my srah&rnoﬂ\er \Dasse& away, Mom +old
me l”& be safe becavse Nana was waH'cHhs over me
from heaven. T think that's great and all, but

The got a lot of issves with +he way it works.

=y ]

I’rn fine wi+)n Nana wa+c\-\ih3 over me w\-\eh I’rn

ri&ihs a skateboard or doihs Some-ﬂ'\ihs w)nere I



could use a little extra protection. But there are

oﬂ\er +imes w}xeh you Jus+ need some \Drivacy.
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\Aﬂm‘l' worries me S +)na+, w}xeh Nana was alive,

i

sometimes I could be \)reH'y obnoxious. So if I
was her, T wouldn+ rea||>/ CARE if Some-ﬂxihs

)no\\)?ehed to me.

——

LIKE:
ASPAR







T4 Nana looks the other way when T'm crossing

the street or same-ﬂ'\ihs like that, T cant say T

blame her.

T ac-h;all)/ feel kind of BAD if Nana has o
kee\) an eye oh me +weh+7—1[our hours a day. She

worked hard all her life as a waitress, so she

earned the risH' +o RELAX.
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- }xo\)e she’s sitting in a bubble bath vp +here
in heaven reo\dihg her romance novels, and not
wq+c}\ih3 some uhsra+e1[u| middle sc}\ool kid Joihs

)nis )nomework eVery his}ﬁ.
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TN +ell you THIS: Tf T get into heaven, T'm
gonhha s?ehci all my time swimming in a giant POO'
filled with \je”y beans or c}oihs loop-'ﬂ\e—loo?s

around +}\e clouds.




SO e



ﬂ\ere’s no c}\ahce lﬂm gonhna 3e+ stuck wq+c}\ih3

over some great srahc{kid T }mrcﬂy even knew.

The oh|>/ -H\ihs that will make i+ fun is if T have
‘H\e power +o ?uhis% m7l descendants w\-\ehe\ler +)ne7/

do same+)nih3 ahhoyihs.
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Receh‘Hy/ , Mom told me its not Just NANA who's
wa+c¥\ih3 over me, its ALL my relatives whoVve

PdSSe& dey.

T kind of wish she hadnt told me that, because
now when T copy off of Alex Aruda’s paper

durihs a sPeHihs test, T feel a lot more 3ui|+7/

about it.

I want to know how mah7/ sehera‘h'ohs ‘H\is

'H\ihs goes BACK. I’m fine wi-ﬂ'\ a few }\uhdre&



years or so, bot if i+s my whole famﬂy tree

Il +he way 1o the beginning, that's a totall
3 z’.reth +or7 9™ 7/
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T mean, if Tve got relatives from caveman times
wa‘l'c}\ihs over me, those guys are Probabb' gonha be

?re-Hy confused by what T do on an average dqy.

To be honest, T'm not comfortable with all these
people looking over my shoulder. Tf my relatives

are rea||7/ wa+c¥\ih3 me every time T step out of

the shower or taste my earwax, it's gonna be

Pre-Hy awkward wheh we reunite later on.







ibursday
We have the book fair at school this week, and

+his morhing Mom gave me +weh+7/ dollars +o sPeh&.

T THOUGHT T was allowed o \Dick whatever T
wanted , but it turns out Mom exi‘)eded me ‘o S\Dehcl

+he mohey on BOOKS.

When you get +he chance to own a giant Pehcil

with 3003|7/ eyes, +¥\ous)n, it's kind of hard +o

PGSS UP.

Besides the \Dehcil, T got a poster with a cat
saying something sarcastic, an eraser s\'\aveé like o

Pah&a, a calculator that 3|ows in the dark, a pen



+ wr-+es uhderwa‘rer, and a
wrﬁw goog 7/ eyes, Jus+ in case +

lost or stolen.

npiher 9

ianht ehc.
ohe 3e+s
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T -H\ous\ﬁ there was a chance Mom rvu'sH’ not
be )no\ﬂay wi‘H\ ‘H\e wa7/ I S\Deh‘l' her mohe7/, so
I made sure to also buy a 70-7/0 wi'ﬂ\ a 300&

message oh it.

But Mom wasnt im\:ressed. She says T Kave +o
g0 back tomorrow and trade in all the stuff T

{)oug}ﬁ for books.
Mom Sd)ls 'H\e brain is like a muscle, and if you
Jor\)‘r exercise it {>7/ rea&ihs and Joihs creative

stuff, i+ |l get weak and mus}vf.

She says Video games and TV are making my brain



bby, and if something doesnt ’
Ll g B R TSR et

of my life.
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Mom said if T turned off the television and put
down my game controller, T mish‘l’ discover a

talent T never knew T had.

That's a nice idea and all, but T feel like every
+ime Moms 4ried o get me to step out of my

comfort zone, T've fallen flat on my face.

T the third grade we had a Poetry unit in school,
and when T showed her what T was working on,
Mom was pretty impressed. She sent one of my
poems off 4o the National Poetry Council 4o see if

THEY -H\ous}vf it was any 300&.

Two weeks later, we got a letter back in the mail.

NATIONALPOETRY COUNCIL

Dear Gregory Heffley,

Congratulations! Your poem, “My Silly Summer,”

has been chosen to appear in the prestigious Poetry




Anthology, an annual collection of the nation’s best

work by the most promising poets.
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Mom was REALLY excH’ec} about +)ne news, dhd
T admit T was, “too. T kind of 30‘!’ into the
idea of {)eihs a ‘)oe+ ) and even started to dress

di#ereh-ﬂy at school.

But it furns out the whole “Poetry Anthology”
thing was a big JOKE. First of all, the book

was about a thousand pages long, and ll the
poems were in really tiny print. T+ took me a half
hour to find my poem in there, and +¥\e7 spelled

m7l hame wrohg, ahywqy.







T read a few of the other poems, and -H\e)/ were
AWFUL. Most of them seemed like ﬂ\e)/ were

written by 'FiVe-year-olc}s.

MbyTlhuktlefred
by WiaviaPPeebles

My tturitld et d

1 d
He dbeepsihihshell
And when Ine dbessldie

I gueshhe Wilhsiell

T+ was pretty obvious that ANYONE could have
their poem included in this book, and the whole
“nation’s best work” thing was just a bunch of
baloney. T guess the way the National Poetry

Council makes mohey s {37/ se||ih3 the book o all

+he suckers who 3o+ PUBLISHED in it.

What T know for sure is, the Poe+r7/ Council made



+oL‘w of money off of us. Mom bgtggti’ ten copies

and out o felatives, and the s were

eis)n-ry bucks a POP-



Plus, she bought a few extra copies for ME, in case

T wanted o give +hem to "7 kids one &ay.

The National Poe+r7/ Council ke\ﬁ sehdihs us
letters and Cdllihs, dskihs us to buy more {)ooks,
and T think after a while Mom fihquy realized it

was all Just a giant scam.

M7 copies of the "Poe+r7/ Ah'ﬂ\olosy" are in the
|auh&r7' room, but at least +\-\e7/’re beihs put fo

300& use.

Once Mom got it in her Kead that T was



SPECIAL, ldn't let it go. S tied
to get me ihite+ o aleh-feed dh%o G'.ﬁ"i‘fv;:oﬁ::m

at Sc\‘\ool .
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Tn my e|emeh+dr7/ school, all +he really smart kids

were in the Talented and Gifted program.

Bt T guess +he teachers didnt want us resular
kids to feel bad about ourselves, so when ﬂ\ey

called the Talented and Gifted group out of class

for +heir mee+ihss, ‘H\ey used a code name.

Mr. Hal\)er was our janitor, and for a long ime

T ﬂ\ous\'ﬁ the kids in Mr. Hq|\>er’s Hel\)ers were



Just volunteers who wanted +o give Kim a hand

em‘7+>/ih3 the trash and stuff like that.

29



Then T f.’hqlly realized that Mr. Hal\yer’s Hel\)ers

were all the brainiest kids in our sraée.

Lumeh

Gocel Studies

Mom ‘H\ous)n'i’ T belohsed in Talented and Gifted )
so she tried to convince the school to let me in.

But T had to take o TEST 4o prove T was

Smar+t ehous}x.

I dont remember eVery-H\ihs on ‘H\e +test, bot I

do remember one of 'ﬂ\e queS‘Hohs.

Fill in the blank:

Johnny 1s the best at math.
Johnny 1s the best at swimming.
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Johnny is the best at readlng
Johnny is




Lookihs back, T guess T was sw‘a\yosed to write
down sameﬂ\ihs else Jo\'\hhy was the best at.
Bt T req“)/ didnt like this Jo}\hhy character, so

T wrote something different.

Johnny is & sVl

Even +¥\ou3)n T +o+a||7/ flunked the test, Mom

was mad at the school because she +)nou3¥\+ T was
smar+t ehous}x 1o be in Talented and Gifted. But

believe me, those kids are on a whole different level.

T ac+uq||7/ kind of srq+efu| T didnt make
+he cut, because in middle school, kids like Alex

Arucla }mVe o s+a7/ inside Jun’hs recess to do ‘l’}\e

+eac)ners’ +ax returns.
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T guess Mom felt pretty bad T didn't get into
Talented and Gifted, but a few weeks later she
fold me some good news. She said T got picked by
the school to be in a special club called the “Champs”

+¥m+ %ad secret mee‘h’hss twice a week.

Well, T was rea”y excited about this Onam\)s +)nih3
and was hervous w)neh I went to m)/ first secret
meeting. But it turns out the C\\amvs were just
kids like me who had trouble prohouncing their “R’,

and we had to work with Mrs. Pressey on Tuesdays

and 'ﬂwrsdays in the Iibrary to 4ry to improve.




I doh)‘f know w¥\o came up wi+)n ‘H\e C}mm\?s
name, but let me +ell you, we +)nou3¥\+ i+ was

AWESOME.
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Durihs recess, if the Charn\ys were comihs

+¥\rou3’n, all the other kids got out of the way.

The oh|7/ kids who didn't like us were the Language
Lizards, which was the group that met on Mondays
and Wedhesdays to work oh their “S” sounds. But

T think the Language Lizards were just jealous of

us because +¥\e7 had such a lousy name.
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Me and the other C}\am‘)s were -h's\ﬁ, and T
rea“)/ looked forward to +hose Tuesday and

ﬂwrsda)/ meetings because -H'\ey always ended vp

turhing into a free-for-all.

But Mom got frustrated that T wasn+ mqkihs
o\h7/ progress wi+¥\ m7l Rs, so s\\e Hred a Vriv:ﬁe
tutor to work with me after school. And after a

few months, T could say my Rs with no Problem.







Unfortunately, that meant T didnt need 1o be in
the Champs anymore. For a few weeks T actually
FAKED lke T couldn’t say my Rs just so T could
stay in the club. But one day T let my guard

down and sli\7\7e<} up-

HANID TME THAT

From that c}ay on T was an outcast. Even the
thsuase Lizards didnt want qh}/-ﬂ'\ihs to do

with me.
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T guess EVERY parent thinks +heir kid is
s?ecial, even when +¥\e7/’re not. But T think i+'s

s+ar+ih3 o 3e+ a little out of control.

Mahh7/ \)ld}/ed soccer this spring, and his team
STUNK. 'ﬂ\ey hever got a single goal, and the
oﬂ\er teams scored at least ten times a game. I+

didnt }\eli‘) +hat +heir soah'e , Tucker Remy , spent

+he whole time stuffing grass in his belly button.

A+t the end of the seasoh, -H\ey had a +ro?h7/
ceremohy. T +}\ous)n+ oh|7/ +he kids on the
WINNING +eam would get +r0\>h'es, which is how

it worked back when T quye& soccer. But T guess



some parents were worried the kids on the |osih3

;:gr:s whvféll\lbacg oa_to:-l'ﬁj'o)n mselVes, so this
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ﬂ“"}' were GOOD +ro‘>\-\;es, +o0. 'ﬂ\ey were
gigantic and made of metal, not c}\ea\) \)las+ic
like +he ones handed ouvt when T was litte. And

no kid was more Proud to se‘l' his +r0\7}\7/ +han

Tucker Remy.

T wonder if these kids will be messed vp later oh in
life, +’nou3)n. Becavse T know those soccer -h‘o?h'es
are }xqvihs an effect on ME. Evary so often Tl

+hink about entering a contest at school, but when

T see the size of the ‘h’OPHCS, T lose interest.

/4
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Fridq;(
To&ay T returned most of the stuff T boush-f
from the book fair, but when Mom saw what T

got to re\7|o\ce it, she wasnt all that +hrilled.

T traded for a bunch of +hose SPihe'h'cklers books

eVeryohe at school is so cra7_7/ about.

'* “’! i ——

et \-'crs DR

Mom said she wanted me o get books that were

more "c}\d“ehsihs," but I di&h"f rea||)/ )ane muc}\



of a choice. Since ﬂ-\e book fair is a few weeks

ore Halloweeh, +his is the kind of stuff
+$\e7re sel 'h3
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T4 say about 90% of the books at the fair were
from the Spineticklers series. There were a bunch
of Spineticklers rip-offs, too. T dont know if

it's legal to do that kind of thing, but something

about it doesnt seem ria}ﬁ.







T+ feels like these scary books Just came ovt
of NOWHERE. The last series that was really
?ovular at my school was the Uhder\)ah-fs Bandits

{)ooks, but those are )/es+erda7/’s news now.

Th fact, T saw a kid wq|kih3 down the hall with
an Uhcler\)ah-fs Bandits book earlier this week,

and an eish-f)n-arader gave Hm an atomic wedsie.

T'm not u5uall7/ a bis fan of scary stories, because

w)neh I read ‘H\em I end vp )navihs his\ﬁmares.

But Rowleyls even more of a chicken than T am,



b Il b E pi m
b Bl D IRIORE ke yere from tot

to be for kihdersqr-fhers.
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At least T'm brave ehous}\ for the REAL s+uff.
One of the books T boua)n'i' is about this suy who

3e+s frozen and +)neh wakes vp in -H\e future.




T +)nou3\'\+ it was J'us-!' a bunch of science fiction,

gl:,;, ﬂ{?:t} fﬂ:g&z; ?ché eieE xia.r& about this rich

H



Albert said he saw this news report about an
old billionaire who's really sick, and he paid a ton
of money o freeze himself. Then, in a hundred
years, he’s gonna get UNfrozen. He's betting
that by then they'll know how o cure every

disease and he can go oh |ivih3 forever.

This freezing +)n|'h3 sounds like a great plan to
ME. Ahc} if I strike it ric}\ one Aay, lﬂm gonhha

do the EXACT same +Hh3.



But T'm not gonha wait +ill T'm old like that

billionaire.

42



ﬂ'\e wq7/ I see i1, if 70u freeze yourse” wheh you’re
+00 old, then when ﬂ\ey unfreeze you in the future,

you’re gohha be oo srurm‘))/ to }\aVe qh}/ fun.

So if 1 wih 'H\e |0'H'er7 or same'ﬂ\ihs in 'H'\e next

few years, Tm gohha use +he money +o buy myself

a ohe-wa7/ ticket o -H\e future.

QMETLS@@ 'S DD
Fﬁéﬁ ! ING
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Tm not +e||ih3 ahyohe about my ‘)lah , -H'\ous}\.
There’s +his Jerk at our school named P\'\i“i\)

Crivello, and his parents are rich.

So if he gets the same idea as me, T could still be

Jealihs with him a hundred years from now.

SGURT .3

Gammre

But T'm not sure if a hundred )Iears is far ehous}\

+o 9.

B}/ then T'm sure T'Il have a bunch of great

hieces and he\)hews who need babysi-Hihs, and T'm



not S\aehdihs all that mohe7/ Just so T an chahse

a buhc}\ of dir+7 Jiq\aers n -H'\e future.
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T Vlahhihs on s+a7/ih3 {rozen a lot |oh3er, like a

THOUSAND years, because by +hen ‘H\ihss will be

REALLY ih+eres+£h3.

Tm not willing to go any further than that,
-H\ous)n " because who KNOWS ‘-\ow much humah

beihas will have evolved b)/ +hen.

._é.z]\
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T£f T DON'T win the |o-H'er>/ in the next few
7/ears, T guess Tm gonna Kave to find a c}xea\)er
option. Albert Sahcl)/ said that Peo‘ale who can+

afford +o get +heir whole bo&y frozen can Just

freeze their BRAINS.

T'm kind of nervous handing my brain off to some
people T don't even know, though. T'm guessing
they're not paying their employees a lot of money
to basically wait around and do nothing, so Tm
kind of concerned about the quality of help they

Kave workihs at these freezihs \)lqces.

OoRS!







After your brain gets unfrozen, T guess +¥\e>/||
put itina robot 5057', which Probo\bly takes a lot

of se'Hihs used +o.

But if I can scrape +03e+¥\er ehous}x mohey,
I’m Sohhd freeze m7/ \A/HOLE {)o&y dh& do
it RIGHT. Because whenever you go with the

c}\ea\)er ov‘h'oh, 7/ou end up resreﬂ'ihs it.
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5a+urda¥

There are oh|7 a few weeks to 90 until Halloween,
dhd my 1[drm'|7/ sPeh+ ‘H‘\e morhihs Pu‘i“h'hs up our

decorations in front of the house.

We used +o kee\y it really basic and }whs some
cobwebs, a few Jack-o'-hh‘!’erhs, and a \7|a5‘h'c
spider or 4wo. But then our neighbors started
going all out on Halloween, and su&c}ehly our

decorations looked Pre-H)/ skimvy.

L L1




So las+ year Mom handed Rodrick forﬁy bucks and

}old im to ao out and \)ick up Some more stuff
or the fron Porc\'\.
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But Rodrick blew it all on this really awful electronic

?lasﬁc witch.

The way it works is, if you claP or make a loud
noise, the witch lets out +his bloodcur&lihs cackle

that goes on FOREVER. Then it shakes and its

eyes slow red.
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But w\\oeVer crea'h’.cl 'H'\a'f ﬂ\ihs set 'ﬂ\e volume
‘oo Hs’n, and there’s no wa?l to turn it down. You
haVe to wait for 'H'\e wH'c}\ o 90 'ﬂ\rous)n its

whole routine, which is like 4wo minutes |oh3.

We \'whs it out over the front Porc% last+ year,
but little kids were too scared of the ‘H’\ihs,
and the oh|7/ trick-or-treaters we had were the

teenagers who came 57/ after 10 per.

The day after Halloween, Dad put +he witch on



a, shelf in the furnace room in the basement, and
+hat's h; ere its been ever since. %u’r that Joe5h+

mean its s+o\>\>e& causing PROBLEMS.
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The witch is SUPER sensitive to sound, and

sometimes the s|53\1+es+ noise will set it off, even

if the noise is on a different floor.

To make matters \A/ORSE, ‘H\e wH'c)n seems to
‘\qu a mind of its own ) and sometimes it |l go
off rdhdomly even if no onhe makes a PEEP. The
had at least two s|ee\70Vers end ear|7/ because of

that thing.
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I’Ve been +r7/ih3 all year to convince Mom dh&
Dad to throw the witch awa?/, but Dad sa7/s it's
Just a F|as+ic +°7 and T need o stop beihs such

a smre&y-ca-r.

But T guess Mom got sick of the witch rahJom|>/
going off all the time, and a few weeks ago she
told Dad +o 90 downstairs and take the batteries

out, which he did.

Ahd w\-\o\‘t )na\)\)ehed NEXT s +)ne reason I

theh'-f been in 'H\e furnace room ever since.

What stinks is +hat all my old Halloween costumes




o\re down in the furnace rqom. So un ssl,Mom’s
wil ms ‘o sprms or Ssomet uhs NE guess

T'm not going +ric’<-or-+req+ih3 +his year.
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Suhda;{

Well, all the hard work we put into Jecorcﬁihs for

Halloween 7es+erdq7/ got wi?ed out.

A bunch of geese got at +he Jack-o‘—lah‘l'erhs n

the middle of +he his}\'f and made a HUGE mess.

Every fall, geese flying south for the winter
make a pit stop in our town and stick around for
a few weeks before heading back out. Uswlly +)ne>/
poop all over the soccer field at the town park,

but other than that +)ne7/)re Pre++7/ Narmless.



For some reason, -H\ous}\, ‘H\;s year +)ne7/’re

SUPER aggressive toward \yeo\yle.
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For the \:as-f few weeks, me and Rowley Nave been 3e++ih3 ambushed Jus+ about eVery &ay on
our walk

*\OMC ‘FI"OM SC}\OOL

And the geese arent Just going after KIDS,
ei+)ner. \I\J)neheVer Pad goes out Yo 3e+ +)ne mail ,

he's gotta arm Nimself for battle.




Dad wants to call Animal Control to clear +the

geese off our street, but Mom wont let him.
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S}xe sa7/s geese )no\Ve been ﬂockihs +o +)nese \)ar-fs
for thousands ofyears, and if dh)/ﬂ\ihs, WE'RE

the ones intruding on THEIR lives.

Tm Persahally fine with animals, as |oh3 as +)ne7/
kee\) their distance. But T +think if we dont draw

a line somewhere, we're Just headed for trouble.

My science teacher said that 40,000 years ago,
doss used to be wild animals, Just like wolves. But
then T guess +)ne7/ saw our warm fires and co7.7/
caves and wanted to 3e+ in on ﬂ\e action. So 'H\ey

quseé their tails and did o few tricks and that's

all i+ took.




2O,
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Nowa&ays, Joss have i+ MADE. Peo\ale sPehJ all
kinds of mohe7/ buyihs them Sourme-f food and

cus\m’ohy beds.

T'm sure the reason wolves seem so ticked off all
+he time is because +\'\e7/’re Just Jedlous THEY

didnt think of kissing up to people first.
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CATS arent s+uPid either. Last summer Mrs.
Fredericks up the street fed a s+ra7/ cat that
was hahsihs out in }\er yarcl, and eac\-\ his)n‘l'

after that MORE cats came. Now the cats have




com\7|e+e|7/ taken over her house, and she receh+|7/

?a& to sell her car so she could afford to kee\)
ee&iha +hem.
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WeVe got problems with our OWN pet, which is a
PIG. Personally, T think it should live outside in
a pen or a shed or something, but instead it lives
inside the house with US. And not only does it
use the same bathtub as me, but T'm 99% sure

it's been usihs m7/ TOOTHBRUSH, “oo.




And that thing is SMART, which makes me kind

o1( hervous.
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Th fact, T +hink i+'s been trying to learn how to
COMMUNICATE with us. Mo\hhy Nas this toy
called a “See-and-Talk,” where yov Pull a string

and i+ sa?ls a word.

Some)now, +he \Dis fisured out how o USE +he
See-and-Talk, and every so often it manages to

PU“’ +03e+\'\er a full sentence.

i ,c:.&
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La+e|>/ TVe been ‘H\ihkihs there’s gotta be a way

+¥\e +wo of us can team vp- I’Ve }xearc} a \753‘5

sense of smell is 2,000 +imes better than a human

beihs)s. That talent could really come in )nahdy.

Mom qlways buys the Halloween cqhéy for trick-

or-treaters a few weeks early, and she hides it

samew)nere So ‘H\e rest of us &oh"t 3e+ at t. I‘Ve

turned the house u‘)si&e down |ookih3 for it, but

so far no luck. Ah& if 'H\e ‘Jis knows w}\a-f I’m

|ookih3 for, it's not beihs Ver71 )nelpful.
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ﬂ\is time of year is TORTURE for a kid. ﬂ'\ere



are all ‘H\es‘ekcah J/_é:)mmercids on T\/,,ahéeevi:%/, '

+ime you wa int e grocery store its like +

TRYING +o mess wiﬂ\ you.



But Mom says T cant have any cah&y ontil

Halloween his}vl', which T +hink is +o+a||7/ croel.

T think The fisureci out a wq7/ +o 3e+ m7/ hands
oh Some cahdy BEFORE Halloween, -H\ous\w. M)/
school is havihs a contest called the “Balloon

Bn'sacle," which it does every October.

Each student gets a helium balloon, and evaryohe

releases 'H\eirs at ﬂ\e same time. ﬂ\ey siVe you




+hese little cards to write your hame and address

Sogpond by SR Bmpahe Seloons theys
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The school has a bis map oh a bulletin board near
+he |ibrar>/, and when a kid turns in a balloon,
Vice Prihci\)al Roy uses a thumbtack to mark how

far it went.




A+ ‘H\e end of ‘H\e week )ne measures -H\e distance

eac lloo ele ng ou ose_we e
fochibaloon trafeedilt ind oo
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Last year, Andrea Gennarro’s balloon traveled
for‘ty-ﬂ\ree miles, and she won a +)nir+7-c}o||ar

3.’1[-1' certificate for +)ne book fair.

But THIS 7/ear +he srahé \)rize IS a 3iah+ J'ar of
cahdy corn, which is sitting in Vice Principal Roy’s

office ris\ﬁ’ now.

The school puts a little code on each balloon so

hobo&y cheats and turns in a s+ore-bou3\w+ balloon.

TVe never had one of my balloons sent back +o

me, +)nou3)n. I heed to make SURE +)nq+ w}\oeVer



finds mine doesnt Jus+ ishore me, So T wrote

+hree- letter that T'm hoping will get
‘d‘es‘):‘ige.‘)dse e er a ™m OF sw se a
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Because when it comes to free cqhéy s T'm not

messihs arouh&.

To whoever finds this balloon:

I am a lonely child without any
friends. I released this balloon
hoping it would find its way to a
kind person who might write me
back and bring some joy to my life.

Monday

After lunch today the teachers led us all out 1o
the basketball court for the big Balloon Brigade
lavnch. T still get kind of hervous stepping foot
on the blacktop, because that's where the Cheese
sat for a year and a half. There’s even a stain

w)nere it used o be.

=
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T+5 been a long time since the Cheese terrorized
our school, but T guess some Peo\ale ac+ua|l7/
LIKED having something to be scared of. A

few different times kids have tried to start the
Cheese Touch back up, but the teachers are on
the lookout because they dont want to have o go

+¥\rou3)n all that nonsense again.

One kid ac+ua||7/ maho\ae& to sneak a piece of lunch

meat onto the court &urihs recess, but the Roast

Beef Touc\w clidh"l' )no\Ve -H\e same rih3 o .

‘ EF@T THE
TosdME 1A BEEF
~“TOUCHIHA HA!

||
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S+ill, someone's ALWAYS trying to start some
new -H\ihs. This 7/ear it's all about the chairs in

‘ﬂ\e auvditorium.

The chairs are red except ONE, which is yellow
and has a busted leg. Apparently some kid peed
on it during a really long assembly last month.
And if youre not paying attention and sit in the

yellow chair, you’re Pre-H?/ much finished for the

rest of the school 7/ear.

Tf you ask me, \)eoyle should Just be \wa\avy

the Cheese Touch is behind us and s+0\> ‘h‘)/ihg



+o re\>|ace it with 50me+hih3 else. Because the

SRS fodde schosl s anything
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To&ay, Vice Prihci\)al R°7 did a countdown on his
bullhorn and evaryohe released their balloons. T
have to admit, it was kind of exciting to see all of

+¥\em 9o vp n +)ne air ot -H\e same time.

LSRR RRH

But the excitement didnt last LONG.

Almost all of +he balloons went straight into the



oy S b iper fhey
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built on the hill next 4o
nt 9o qh}/ arther.



Luckily, my balloon was weishe& down 57/ +he
letter T wrote, so it went UNDER +he tower,

qhd 'H\eh it cleqreJ 'H‘\e trees on 'H\e oﬂ\er si&e.

T dont think my balloon is gonha make it as far
as Andrea Gennarros did, but T dont NEED i+
to. As |oh3 as someone finds the balloon and sends

it back, that Jar of cahcb/ corn is MINE.

T Just )nope -H\ey write instead of call. T put

Moms cell \))nohe number on my letter, but



o\ﬂmreh‘Hy it's gonha be o few &ays before +¥\e7/ fix

+he tower and Feo‘ﬂe in towh can get service again.
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Wednesday

T+'s been 4wo days, and still no word on my
balloon. T'm starting to get a little worried,
because the contest ends Moh&ay, and if hobo&y
gets their balloon back, T'm sure Vice Prihcii‘)q|

Roy is gohha keei‘) +he cqhdy for HIMSELF.

Lately T e been having trovble staying focused
at school, but luckily my homework hasn't been

that hard. Our reading assignment was to write
a biosra\v\wy on a famous author, so T chose the

S\)ihe‘h'cklers 9uy-

But it turns out there’s bare|7/ ANY information on
him. Th fact, the oh|>/ -H\ihs T could find was the

little blurb in the back of his books.
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sure 18 that CO Eﬂﬂking UI]
AT gfﬁpw entry in the
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The sood hews is that since T wasn+ really able
to find ahfﬂxihs on IL.M. Spooky, I was fihis}xe&

with my entire auvthor’s bio in about two minutes.

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY

AUTHOR NAME: _LI. S5pvoky

BIRTHDATE: 777

PLACE OF BIRTH: 777
HOBBIES: Tre
EDUCATION: 777

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT

THE AUTHOR: 59

With a name like I.M. S\Dooky, T guess you have

no CHOICE but 4o write scary books for a living.

T kind of wish T Kad never started rea&ihs



+hose Spinetickl ks, & .B
e il A cong o WS (o

+¥\e7’re starting to affect my eVery&ay life.
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Going to 'ﬂ\e dentist was never -de' muc}\ fun to
9

besih with, but after T read SPihe‘Hcklers humber

67 , it 30'1' even WORSE.

TVe checked out eVer7/ S\)ihe+ick|ers book from the
|i{>rar>/ , and T even borrowed a few S\)ihe-h'cklers

Junior books from Row|e7 so T could kee\) going.

And Just like T Fre&ic-i'e& , the books are starting



+o aive me pightmares. Spineticklers number 71 is
o\go‘?"f +his E:? who srowsP:a lizlar +ail and tries '+o

hide i+ from his family and teachers.
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That one reo\lly stressed me out, and the hish-r iE
rqu it, I }\a& a &ream -eri' I was -H\e one wi-H'\

+he +ail.

Ac-h;ally, my dream started off really GOOD,
because +¥\ere are a buhc)n of fun +)nih35 7/ou can do

with a tail that you wouldnt even think of.
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Tn my dream T wasnt ashamed of my tail, T
was PROUD of i+. And T used it to its full

qdvah-i'ase.

The oh|7/ H\ihs T didnt like about i+ was that when

I 30+ excited about sameﬂ'\ihs ) eVeryohe could ell.

Nt CAITE? ReA) ,-T+
Q\ ,
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Then all of a sudden my +ail became o PROBLEM.
Peovle got Jecdous, and the next ‘I’)nihg T knew, T

was beihs }wh‘i’ec} like I was some kih& of monster.

&

T ran for my LIFE and esm\aed through a

window, and the +owh51‘7eo?|e chased me down the



street and ‘H\rous}\ a shov\)ihs mall. T almost got

away, but then my +ail got stuck in the escalator.

3



T swear T could ac+uq||)/ FEEL it \'\a\)\)eh, and it

woke me vp- P il ecin X

Th fact, the dream was so realistic that T turned
on the ||'3¥\+ to see if T o\c+ua||7/ DID have a +ail.
And T have to sy, T was a little Aisa\)\)oih-feci

when T realized that hoﬂ\ihs was there.

Q
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That's not the ONLY bad dream Tve had

because of those books, 'H\oush.

™



ﬂ\e o-ﬂwer his)n-i' I \'\a& a Jreo\m where I was

ca\7+urec} b}/ zombie pirates and made to walk

+he Plahk. For some reason, T ke\fr repeating

+his stupid r)nyme.

Uh{or+uha+e|7/, T was So\7/ih3 it for REAL, so

now Rodrick has a video of me +a|kih3 in my sleei‘).

EPF STEP, STEP, I
PMLO P D" PLC-‘P I
: CIN I E»D' E
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Sometimes my dreams are so ridiculous T qc-hmll)/
KNOW T—‘m )navihs a his}ﬁmare. Ah& wheh +¥m+

hq\)‘)ehs ) T +r7 +o shap out of it.

Other times T THINK T'm }mvihs a his}rfmare

but T'm ac-hmll)/ NOT. Then when T +r7/ +o wake

myself vp, T realize T'm not aslee‘).




& BUIL e




Mom has this book that ex\alaihs how to make
sense of dreams, and it's ac+ua||7l \arew
interesting. quically ever7+"‘ih3 +hat }\a\y\aehs n

your dreams )nas some kind of Jee\)er meahihs.

Falling A dream about falling means you
have a fear of losing control of your
life. It could also mean you're afraid
you don't have enough time to get
everything done.

A?\mreh‘Hy the one about the tail means T'm
as\wamed of same-ﬂ'\ihs n my Fas-t Ah& -H\e dream
about the pirates means T'm stressed out about

not beihs a sood ehous}\ friend.

The other night T had a dream that all my teeth
were loose, and o\?\?areh‘Hy that one’s about a fear

of getting older, which kind of makes sense.
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But it's gonhha take me FOREVER +o decode -H\e

dream I )nad LAST his}ﬁ, because +¥m+ one wads

Just com\)le+el7/ bonkers.

ibursda;z

T+ turns out Pickihs +he S\)ihe-h'cklers author
for my readihs assignment was a bad call. Almost
ALL the kids in my class did their avthor

biosra\)}\ies on I.M. SPooky, and NOBODY

could find ah7/ information on the suy. T +hink



our teacher, Mrs. Mott, thou ‘:‘r we were tryi
Yo be unhy, so she said we al\‘3 ad o s+a7/ ;X '???r

recess eVery &c\y until we re&id our assishmeh'i'.
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T +hink part of why Mrs. Mott got so mad is
'H\d'f she’s se‘H'ihs sick of eVeryohe &oihs 'ﬂ\eir

book re\aor’rs oh ﬂ\e S\DEhe'h'cHers series.

Last week at least five kids \)icked +he exact
same book for their assishmeh‘i’, and it Jus+ about

Pushe& Mrs. Mott over the e&se.
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But the last straw was when Amah&a Pickler did
a Book Talk on “The Brain with a Mind of T+s
Own.” Amah&a {)rous)n'f in a fake brain made out

of Jell-0, but she lost her grip and drov\)ec} i+ on

the floor, which made two kids pass out.

g

A bunch of parents aren’t happy about the
Spineticklers books, either. T heard that Danny
McGlurk’s dad went to last week’s PTA meeting
and said he wanted the books banned because they

promote WITCHCRAFT.
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A\:Parem‘ly, Mr. McGlurk caught Dahhy dabbling
in the “dark arts” in his garage, and Mr.

McGlurk Hamed it all on ‘H\e S\)ihe'ﬁcklers books.

But the wa7/ T Keard it, Pahhy was Jus+

practicing magic tricks for the fall +alent show.

|

0- Siew—

T seriously \-\o\;e the Svihe-ﬁcklers books dont get
banned, because +)ne7/1re +he ohly +’nih3 keepihs my

reo\dihg Srade up-

We're require& to read fifteen books by the end of



jﬁ\‘e year, and ALL of mine are fro +\'\o\+ series.
e wa7/ 7/ou prove 7/ou fuhishe& rea ihs a book is

{)7/ +akih3 a muHi?le-c}\oice test on the computer.
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The SO'H'eh a 100% on eVer7/ sihsle test Tve
taken so far, which T guess proves ) really

\)d}/ihs attention w\'\eh I read -Hwe books.

QUESTION 12:

Who did the Chattering Chompers eat?

(O Mother (O Baby Ellis
() Father @ All of the above

When T got home, T told Mom how Mrs. Mott
was makihs us redo our auﬂ\or biosra\)}-\ies, and I

didnt know what 4o do.

But Mom told me 'H\e reason 1 couldnt find dh}l

information on I.M. S\Dooky is because he’s not an

actual PERSON.

T +old Mom that was ridiculous because this avy

Nas written almost 200 books. But Mom said



sometimes \Dublis\\ers create a fictional auvthor and

+teh h’re a buhch of Peoﬂe to write books under
+hat name.
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T SO'Hd de ) if that's trve T feel kind of
cheated. But T feel worse for ROWLEY, because

he wasted his time writing .™M. S‘yooky a letter.

Dearifth. Spoklsy,
Fiiest of all let e wy
I mad\@ﬁﬁ\\{ﬂ ytHuT '

theerewarsdn o amitgHn
it ARIE ﬂhﬁﬂf +he
Tk Soedbe byt

ﬂd

+he Helauted bdduse was
+oﬂ7‘3'é7hr? ca I’“)/.

-

Mom was +r7/ih3 o }\el\D me find a different
o\uﬂ\or who’s an actual }wmah beihs w\-\eh +¥\ere was
a knock at our door. T answered it, and there

was a |a<}>/ and some kid T'd never seen before.

s
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T was \are-H7 sPooke& when she asked if my
hame was Gres He-ﬂqey. ’ﬂm‘r’s when T saw the
deflated balloon in the kid’s }\dh&, and T \Du+ two

and two +03e+¥\er.

A+ first I was kind of excited i because if someone
found m7/ BALLOON, +¥\a+ meant I was gohha
3e+ +hat 3iah+ J'ar of cahcb/ corn. But then T

remembered what T wrote in my letter and wished

T could take some of it back.

And finally, if you find this balloon
and return it to me without delay, I
can promise you a large cash reward.
I have a rich uncle and I'm sure he'd
be happy to hook you up.

Sincerely, @13/ ﬂﬂaﬁ%j
Do

T didnt want these Peovle ‘H\ihkihs T was some

weird kid who makes friends b)’ sehc}.’hs out letters



attached 4o helium balloons. But T guess it didnt

eally matter. T figured T coul Just take m
Lalth back and send them on + e.r way. 7
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Before T knew it, -H\ous}\, Mom was at the front
door, and she invited them INSIDE. ﬂ\ir+7/
seconds later we had +hese two total strangers

sitting at our kitchen table.

The Iady introduced herself as Mrs. Selsam and
said her son’s name was Maddox. ’ﬂ\ey live in the
hext town over. APP“reh+|)’ +his kid Maddox was
practicing the Violin in his bedroom and saw the

balloon thslihs from a tree branch outside.

fomah fah oo
& L
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Mrs. Selsam said +heir house is way out in the
sticks, and +\we7/ dont really Nave any neighbors.
Plus, because she works full-time and goes to
school at his}rh she doesnt get rnahy chances o

set up "\alo\ydﬁes" for Maddox.

She said that when she read +he letter she knew
it was “meant to be ," ah& -H'\ey 30+ n -H\e car ahd

JroVe ris}ﬁ over.

I was s+ar+ih3 o se‘i' REALLY uncomfortable.
All T was +r7/ih3 to do was win some cahc}y corh,

and now ‘H\ihss were getting +o+o\||7/ out of control.

But before T could exylm'h this was all a bis



rmsu &ers+ahd.h Mom told me T shoul +dk\~,
ox U\Ds+mr hci 3e+ +o know \'um while s

chatted with Mrs. Selsam in the kitchen.
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So now this kid was in my ROOM. And it seemed

like it was Just as awkward for HIM as i+ was

f—
i

= ¥

for ME.

—

—~ —
I tried mqkihs conversation, but I couldnt 3e+
a WORD out of him. EVeh+ua||7/ T gave up and

Just Pre+ehc}ed Ne wasn+t there.

When T turned on my computer to ?“‘7/ a
video game, 'H\ous\'\ ) Maddox turned into a
TOTALLY different person. He got all worked

up and started makihs s+ram3e noises.
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T didnt know WHAT was going on, but five
seconds later Mrs. Selsam came runhing into my
room and turned off my mohitor. She said she
doesn+t allow Maddox to \alay video games, and the

reason he was So "dhfmd‘fe&“ was {)CCGUSC }\e‘c} hever

qc+uq||7 SEEN one before.

A @,
i

L

T wish she hadnt said her kid doesnt \7|q7/ video
games, becavse T didn*+ need Mom 3e+‘h'h3 dh7/

crazy i&eqs.

Maddox was \wavihs +rouble ca|mih3 down, so
Mrs. Selsam said -H\e)/ should ?robably be hea&ihs

home. Ahc} +hat was Jus+ fine {)7 ME. But T



is\-\ I \wdn’+ beee‘r: ii\ eager +o 3e+ them out j)ni,

oor, because aft e7l drove away realize

never did get my balloon back.
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Yes+er&a7/ T +told Vice Pn’hci\)q| Roy +hat someone
found rn)/ ‘bd“ooh, but Ke wouldnt hand over the
cah&y corn unless T brous}ﬁ the balloon in +o

prove it.

So +oda7/ when Mom said she wanted +o take me
4o Maddox's house for a 3e+-+03e+}\er , T was all
for it. T 'Fisure& T'd make a little chitchat, srab

the balloon, and be on my way.

But Mom had OTHER plans. When we got to the
Selsams’ house, which really WAS in the middle of
nowhere, Mom said she was gohna go into town
and have coffee with Mrs. Selsam while T hung

back with Maddox.



Believe me, if T wouldVve known THAT was gonhha

be ﬂ\e cleal, I hever woulche soHeh n 'H\e car.
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When Mom Jroﬂ)ed me off, T fisur‘e& T mish'i’
as well +r7/ to make the most of it. Maddox was
ac-hmlly TALKING +his time, so that was a

decent start at least.

T asked Maddox if he had ahy Juhk food, but he
said his mom doesnt let him have o\h7/ of that kind
of stuff. T asked him if he wanted +o watch some

T\/, but ‘\e told me 'H\ey didnt HAVE a +elevision.

At first T +¥\003)n+ he was \jokihs, but sure ehous)n,

in the family room there was a BOOKSHELF

where the TV was SU\D\)ose& to 90-




Ih fac’r, +)nere were books EVERYWHERE in

'H\is \‘\ouse.
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T asked Maddox what he does for fun, and he said

he either practices his violin or \Dlays with his Lesos.
T was Pre++7l relieved to hear that he ac+ua||>/ had

some TOYS, becavse T was s+ar‘h'h3 +o wonder

about this kid.

But w)neh \-\e s}wwed me whﬁ )ne \wac} a) Hs {)ec}room,

T was +o+q||7/ blown away.

He had a whole Leso CITY in there. Maddox said

)ne wants to be an ehsiheer w}xeh }xe 9grows up,

and w)neheVer )ne asks for a Leso set, \'\is mom



%

fﬁ‘!’df&rohmhﬁ\]g can sa7' is, she must have

N



T wanted to \)lq7 with some of the {)is sets

Maddox had, but he wouldnt let me g0 ahyw)nere

NEAR 'H\em.

He 4old me if T wanted +o ‘)Iay with his Legos, iln
could use the pieces from his “leftovers” bin. That
was a ?re-H'y bis letdown, because the leftovers

bin was filled with a bunch of random pieces.




So while Maddox was putting +ose+her a SOO-Piece

Leso s?aces)ni\a, T did the best with what T had.
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HORSE
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After about an hour and a half, Mom and Mrs.
Selsam fiho\lly came back. Luckily, my balloon was
sitting on +he little +able next to the front

&oor, so T srdbbe& it on the wa7/ out.

But Jus+ when T was about to 3e+ in the car,

Mrs. Selsam came running out with Maddox r.'3¥\+
behihc} "\er. Md&c}ox saic} I “stole” from Hm. I

tried to ex\alaih +hat the balloon was ac+uq||7/

MINE, and T was Just +akih3 it BACK.
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But Maddox wasnt +a|kih3 about the BALLOON.
He said T stole one of his LEGOS. A\)Pareh‘H)/

one of 'H\e \)ieces was missihs from Hs leftovers

bin. Ah& doh'Jr even ask me }xow }xe knew THAT.

T swore vp and down T didnt take dh}/ of his
Lesos, and T even turned m7/ \Docke-fs inside out

1o prove it. But he STILL wasnt satisfied.

So T ac+uq||7 let Maddox and Mrs. Selsam pat me
down, which was +o+a||7 }wmilia-h'hs. But T gotta

admit it was Pre‘Hy Sd+iS1[7/ih3 when +)ne>/ couldnt

find ah7/+)nih3 on me.




After that T ﬂ\ough“’ T was in the clear, and

T 4urned +o get in the car.
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That's when Maddox sPo-H'e& a Leso that was

stuck o my elbow.

What really stinks is that it was one of those
‘h'h7/ square pieces, and T'm sure Maddox had a

BILLION of +hose in his leftovers bin.

AGTVAL

) § “H@

Ah}/‘”“)" +hat's how our "\alayéa-fe" ended.

On a positive hote, T got what T came for. But



?fnotg +w:{«

s\we wasnht.

Nome, Mom seeme

e wasS ma

about +

iy

upset. T
\7.’ ce, bot
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She said she was Jisa\y\)oih-fe& T didnt hit i+ of f
with Maddox, because she +¥\ou3)n+ Ne was a sood

“role model” for me.

But if Mom wants to connect me with someone 1’|l

o\c+ua||7/ look UP o, she’s gonha Nave +o +r7/ a

little harder.

Monday

For the past few days, Mom’s been doing an
experiment on me and Rodrick. She wanted to see
how long wed go before one of us would take out
the trash without being told. But T guess we

failed the test, because last hig)n‘l’ she gave up.

M &R






At dinner, Mom said she didn+ go o co||e3e Just
so she could spehd her time cleaning vp after
everyone and scraping gum off our shoes. She said
she needed 4o be in a "s+imu|a+ih3 environment”
and was going back 4o school full-time to finish her

master's &esree.

She said that for this to work, eVeryohe’s gonha
the to ‘Ji+c¥\ in extra around 'H\e \'\ouse. So to
make chores “fun ,“ she crea+e& a “Grab qu ,“
which is a pillowcase filled with little slips of paper
+¥\a+ }mVe random J'obs written dowh on 'H'\em.

Tm ?re++7/ sure she got the idea from qmily

Frolic” magazine.




Me and Rodrick are supposed to reach into the

Grab qu every &ay after school and do a chore.
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Mom +old us that if we do our c)nores, she'll let us

Ji\) into the Halloween cahcb/ a little early.

Well, that's proof its SOMEWHERE in the
house. But that’s just gonna be BONUS candy
for me, because today at school T traded in my
balloon for that big jar of candy corn in Vice
Principal Roy's office. And as soon as T got
home, T hid it in the bottom drawer of my

&resser so I &E&h,‘i’ haVe +o s\wre it wi-ﬂ'\ ahyohe.

A'Her +¥\a+ was taken care of " I reac‘-\e& into
the Grab Bas and Pullec} out a sli? of paper and
got “Polish +he Silverware,” which has o be the

worst chore n 'H\ere.




Rodrick must }mVe added }\is OWN items 4o ‘H\e

Grab Paq, because T found him aslee\) next to a
sliP o P?‘)er with his han writing on'it.
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T decided +o }\eli‘) mysehf ‘o some cahcly corn as a
reward for fihishihs my chore, but when T walked

into my room, m bottom drawer was open and the
Y 4 ?

J'qr was EMPTY.

_‘ 1 N
— l'

T+ didnt take me |oh3 to find the cu|\>ri+. T
found the \753 s+um{>|ih3 around the kitchen like it

was drunk or sameﬂ\ihs.



At first T was mad, becavse not oh|7/ did the P9

at all m cah&y corn, but it somehow 'Fisure& out
iow +o uhscrew’ the Jar Yo do it.

1



Then T started getting kind of WORRIED,

because the P9 really didnt look so soo&.

| i |

= Eﬁﬂ

T -Fisure& Grah&‘m mis}ﬁ know what o Jo, but

-

H’En:

|

he was out on a date with Mrs. Fredericks. T
woke Rodrick vp and asked HIM what to do, and

he said T should call Dad. So T did, but Dad was

in a mee-h'hs.

T didnt want to bother Mom, because T knew she
was at her college sighing up for classes. But the
Pig was furning green, so T called Ker dh}/way. E
told her that the pig seemed pretty sick, and

she asked me if i+ had eaten ahfﬂ\ih@ s+rah3e.

e § ear ¥
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T rea||7/ didnt wanna tell her i+ had gotten into
my cahc}y corn, so L told her T wasnt sure. She
said we'd better take the \3.’3 to the vet Jus+

in case, and that she was |eavih3 school and would

meet us 'ﬂ\ere.

Rodrick wasnt ha\)\)y I was wakihs ’nim vp for
'H\e second time in five minutes ) but one look at

ﬂ\e \753 convinced Hm we heeded to 3e+ movihs.

On the ride over, T held the Pig in my arms n

the back of Rodrick’s van. But hal-(way +o the vet

+he \753 started makihs weird sounds.

/45 AR
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I told Rodrick +o \)U“ over, but b)/ ‘H\e +ime ‘\e

did it was o\lready too late.

g

iy i M T R P

e e T, ey

Now there was a giant, 9008y, orahse-ahd-yeﬂow
?uchHe on the floor of Rodrick’s van. And T'm
Pre‘H)/ sure I’“ never be able to look at cah&y

corn -H\e same wa7/ asaih.

Roc}rick Sdi& it was m7/ fault for mdkihs 'H\e \7:'3



ik, i | i .
i:l:\&esgf + was MY job to clean it v _Jbeh }xe

me a roll ofJ\)a\)er Yowels an me ‘o

3e+ +o work.
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Even +)nou3)n +he Pud&le was cah&y corn, it didnt

SMELL like it. T 4ried mopping it up while

hol&ihs my breath, but it was \'\o‘)eless.

'Fihally T couldnt take it anymore and realized T
was gonha get sick MYSELF. For+uha+el7/, T was

able +o get out of the van in time.

UNFORTUNATELY, +he |a&7/ whose yar& we

were ?arked in front of was outside rakihs leaves

and saw the whole ‘H\ihs.

e
———
e
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T guess she -Hwous\ﬁ we were d cou?le of bad kids

and this was some kind of JuVehile \Drahk, because

she said she was callihs +he COPS.

So I 30+ back in ‘H\e van and we \Deeled out of

there as fast as we could and turned on +o the

H@hway. But we didnt 3e+ far.

Luckily, T was able to ex\)ldih eVery-ﬂ\ihﬁ to the
?olice officer, but he didnt seem to want to hear

all the details.







Just after the cop drove away, Mom spo‘Hed
Rodrick’s van on the )“"3}“”“)’ and Pulle& in behind us.
And T guess +he P9 Kadn+t +o+q||7 ern\)-h'ed out 7e+,

because it cous}xeci up ohe las+ ?chHe of cah&y corh.

;UCSQ{G¥

Las+ hish-i' when we got home, Mom said she

wasnt mad at me, she was DISAPPOINTED.

And when it comes to Mom, that’s even WORSE.

She said she’s disturbed by my "\Da-H'erh of
dece\ﬁioh," and that between the incident at
Maddox's house and what ha\vvehed with the

\)is, s\'\e di&h"i' feel like I coul& be +rus+ec1. I



explaihed for the millionth time that the Leso

‘Tihﬁ was hius+ a misuh&eri\+dh&ih§, tui' S)ni:&

o Vious|7 a eqéy made up her min out that one.
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The last time we had a conversation like +his was
when T was in the fourth sro\de, and T’ admit

T +o+a||7 deserved a Puhis\meh-f +hat time around.

T+ ac+ua||7l started with someﬂ\ihg kind of small.
Mom used +o \Ddck my lunch eVery morhihs ) and

T4 always eat my sandwich and snack but toss

w)nq-i'eVer fruit s}\e‘J \>u+ in ﬂ\ere.

Mom 'Fisured out T wasnt ed'h'hs m7/ fruH, So onhe
day she put an a\avle n my lunch and made me
?romise to brihs +¥\e core Eome o \DroVe lﬂd eaten

it. She said if T DIDN'T, she wouldnt \yack a

shack for me anymore.



Atluonch T forso-f all about my promise, and T

+hrew my fruit away like usual.
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And when T got Nome, Mom asked me where my

o\\)\?le core was.

I \)t‘obdbly s)noulcl’\/e Jus+ come clean, but for some
reason I made vp a lie. T +4old her that on the
way to school that morhing, a bully srabbeJ me

and stole my aﬂale.




+ was a re+~{x cle\syerq-fe moVe oh m7' Po\r‘h bf’
was wortie om wasn+t gonna give /me a shac

+he next &a7 if T told her the truth.
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T 'H\ous\'ﬁ my s+or7/ was so lame that Mom would
see ris)(ﬁ ﬂ\roush it. But s}xe wanted to know

more about this bull)/, so T really let it rip.

T +4old her +he kid's name was Curtis Litz and
that he was a foot taller than me, with a
unibrow, and a mole on his chin. T figured if
Mom was looking for DETAILS, T wasnt gonna

dism‘)?oih-f her.

Mom said she could step in, but this was a 300&
oPPor‘hzhH)/ for me 4o learn how to settle a

conflict on m7/ OWN.



So that his}ﬁr she brous)n‘r me a pen and paper

and had me write Curtis a letter, which T did.
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T Probably should ve JUS'{' ended it n's}ﬁ +hen.

But T wrote a fake letter to myself from Curtis

instead. And to make sure Mom could see how

BAD ‘H\is kid was, I added a rude drawihg at

the end.

YRR

Ha




ONE_TOMORROW.

S
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b
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109



Well, T guess T took it too far, because the
next &a?/ Mom came to school with that letter,

demah&ihs +o s‘yeqk to Curtis Litz.

The secre+ary told Mom there was no student
named Curtis Litz at the school, and when Mom

asked me about him T said he must be homeschooled.

After that T 30+ kind of nervous, and for the
next two weeks T had Rowley eat my o\ﬂ)le at

lunch and give me +he core.
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Mom seemed o forse-i' all about it until we sat a
row behind the Bartlemans at church one weekend.
ﬂ\eir fifﬂ\-srdcle son, Tevih, |ookeJJus+ like my

JeSCri\)‘h’oh of Curtis Litz, and he caua)n-f Mom’s eye.

Mom told Tevin's parents +\we7/'re raising a rotten
kid and that ‘H\e)/ owed her some q\)\)les. T fel+
Pre‘H)/ bad, because Tevin Bartleman is a nice

kid and his frqmily volunteers at the soup kitchen

Jowh'fowh eVery Sq+urdq7/ morhihs.

Later on in the year Mom Joihec} +he Fuhéraisihs

Committee, which was headed up 57/ Mrs.



Bartleman. T+ didnt take |oh3 for Mom to -Fisure

}}\ih s out from 'H\ere, an I lost TV \Drivﬂeses

or & whole mohﬂ\ as \)uhis ment.

11



Bt T ac-h;all)/ ended vp getting a DOUBLE
?uhis)nmeh‘h because for the rest of that year,

eVery time Tevin saw me in the \'\allwqy, he really

let me have it.

RUMIC,,
©

4

Las+ hisH' Mom decided that my Puhis}\mehi’ for
|7/ih3 was for me to take THREE chores out of

‘H\e Grab Bas eVer7/ day +¥\is week.

Uh'for+uha+e|7/, she qlready cleared out all of
Rodrick’s sli\)s of paper, which means there’s no

chance Tl get an eo\s7l one.

EAT somME _ |
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\A“\eh we qu\aved up our conversation last his}ﬁ' )
Mom said T'm a smart kid with a sooc} imagination,

bt T Jus+ need to DO sameﬂxihs with it.

Listen, T'm not prou& of m)/self for |7/ih3, but
trust me, T'm not the ONLY one in this ‘l[dmﬂ)/

w)no bends ‘H\e +ru+¥\.

TVe heard grown-ups lie ten times a week, but if

you ask me Tl bet it's even MORE than that.

The first time T remember Mom +e||ih3 me a lie
was w)neh I was about +)nree years old and s)ne

had me +r7/ broceoli.

ITATESTES




And Mom doesnt seem to have ah7 \DroHem |7'ih3

+o MANNY ) eH')ner.
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Last December, when Mom put +he sihserbreac}
house out on the kitchen +able, she +old Mo\hhy
hot o touch i+ until Christmas or it would turn
into a million spic}ers, which is kind of a crazy

thing to tell a little kid. But it backfired when

Mahh7/ fum53a+e& +he 3ih3erbread Nouse with a can

O‘F {)US SPFG}'.

Dad’s a \Dre++7 honest vy n seheral, but even

HE fibs when its convenient for him.

Dad uvsed to HATE i+ when the ice cream truck
came 'H\rous\'\ our heis\'\bor)noo& ) because me and
Rodrick would a|wa7/s start besaihs him for mohey

as Sooh as we ‘\ear& 'H'\e mMuSiC.



So Dad told us the ice cream +ruck oh|7/ ?la?/s

mMuSIc w\'\eh +)ne7/'re OUT of ice cream.

14



L actually think lying might be inherited, because

GRANDPA does it, too. But he shouldve gotten

his stories straight with Dad, because Grandpa used
Fo say the ice cream truck driver was a clown who

sPahke& children he caught roaming around outside.




T'm kind of embarrassed to say +hat when Grah&?a

first told me that, T ac-hmll)/ BELIEVED him.
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So T felt like it was my resPohsibili-ry to get +he

word out to OTHER kids in the heishborhood.

( QURIGNINNNY )

A

.....

TVe learned not to trust the grown-ups in our

‘Family, but hobo&/s done more to mess with my

head than RODRICK.

The first lie T can remember him +e||ih3 me was
+hat if 700!’ {)e”y button 30'1’ untied . 7’00!’ BUTT

would fall off.



T made sure my \Dresd\ool classmates knew about

+hat, which caused a bis stir at school.
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Ris\'ﬁ arouh& ﬂ\is same time Ro&rick +o|& me ‘H’\d‘f

+he outer ring of the toilet seat was oh|7' used b}/

3:’r|s, and that guys are suP\)osec} to lift the seat

no matter WHAT.

T believed him, and if T hadnt qccideh‘hlly lef+ the
door unlocked one his\'\‘f ) T mis\‘rﬁle gohe on usihs

the toilet the wrong way for the rest of my |ife.

0=






Sometimes Rodrick told me 'H\ihss +hat 30+ me in
BIG trouble. When T was in second srade he said

+hat if o person wears camouﬂdse, +he7/’re ac+ud||7/

INVISIBLE +o everyohe else.

ﬂ\d'f ohe 30+ me banned from 'H'\e fowh Vool for

+¥\e rest of -H\e summer.

A lot of Rodrick’s lies ended up costing me

MONEY, 400. One year Rodrick told me that if
T dus a hole and put all my birﬂxc}o\y mohey init,

a tree would grow and T could get cash from it



w)neheVer I \/\/ANTED.

That seemed like a Pre-H?/ sweet deal to ME.
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So T did what he said, and T even watered i+
twice a day. But when T +old Mom my Mohe7/ Tree

wash+ growing, she got a shovel and &us vp +he

hole, which was EMPTY.

T Slac} Mom s+e\7\)ec{ in when she did, because
in another cla)l or two all of my/ birﬂ\&ay mohey

would Ve been S\Deh‘f on bubble gum and comic books.
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Sometimes Rodrick Jus+ +ook rn)/ mohe)/ ou‘h‘is)n‘i’.

Once, when T lost one of my baby teeth, T

put it under my pillow for the tooth fairy. But
when T went to see if she left me fitty cents,
T found a note that Tm pretty sure Rodrick

wrote himself.

m 't EESHT ON
CASH TONIGHT. TL
WIEL WW@@UWP

NERTTIVEE.

Rodrick told me the tooth fairy was only ONE
of the fairies that comes in the middle of the
night and gives money. He said there was an
arm fairy and a leg fairy and a bunch of other

ohes, too.



Rodrick said that when yov get older your child

arms an |e3$ fall off, and when -H\?/ do, you put

+hem unger 7/our ‘75||ow an se+ mohey.
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He said after THAT, your adult limbs start
arowing in, but sometimes a kid's arms or |e35 get

loose and the adult ones come in early.

l./l'-.i
T was TERRIFIED +hat was gonha }xq\)\)eh +o

ME , SO I c\\ecke& eVery hiaH’ to make sure m7/

arms and |e35 were onh -h'a}ﬁr.



Rodrick was always coming up with ways to scare

me. Back when our basement wasnt finished, there
were open gaps under the stair treads.
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Rodrick said if T went up +he stairs too slow, a
mohster would srab my ankle. From then on, T

started +akih3 -H\e stairs two at a time.

A‘F'i'er 1 3o+ sooc} at THAT " I tried +dkih3 ﬂ\e
stairs THREE at a time. But I guess +)no\+ was a

little oo ambitious.

\P







EVeh+ua||7/ we finished the basement and the
9aps were covered up with wood. But GRAMMA'S
basement is still unfinished ) and before T 90 down

there T usua”y make sure evaryﬂxihg‘s all clear first.

Another thing Rodrick said to scare me was
that if T burped indoors, the ghost of George
Washington would haunt me. T have no idea how
he came uvp with THAT one, but it still makes me

'H\ihk twice before o?ehihs a can of soda.







Sometimes Rodrick would +ell me same'ﬂ\ihs ‘H\d‘f
o\c+ua||7/ COULD be +ree, and that's when 'H\ihss

30+ cohfusihs.

He told me once that if a person slee\)s with their
mouth open 'H\eyu eat an average of five S\Di&ers
a his)n‘h which is kind of believable if yo +hink

about it.

|

o

I

Another time Rodrick told me that it's c}ahserous
+o wake someone vp when -H\e)/‘re slee\ywalkihs. T

'H\oua)n-i' +here could be a chance he was ac+uq||7



+e|||h he +ruth, because Im Pre++7/ sure T

eo\r +hat onhe somewhere else.
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But then a few hish-{'s later T caus)n‘f Rodrick

ea‘h'hs an ice cream So\hclwich +\\a+ was su?Posed

+o

be MINE and T realized i+ was Just another one

of his c}ir+7 +ricks.

T Ve been lied to so much over the years, it could

take me 'H'\e rest of m7/ life to -ﬁsure out whd'i"s

+rve and w)na‘l"s not.

Th the meantime, T'm not ‘hxkihs dh}' chances.

<
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Moms only been going to school for a few &a?/s
now, but she’s acting like a COMPLETELY
different person. When she gets home at night,
she’s always in a good mood. She doesnt even get

mad if T havent finished my chores.

M

Mom says she’s }mﬂ)y because she’s beihs c)no\llehsed
at sc\‘\oo|, and the rest of us should 'h'y |earhih3

new -H\ihss , too.

But I )no\Ve a ‘H\eory w}\eh it comes ‘o +¥\is sor+t

of -H\ihs. T 'Fisure your brain oh|7 Nas so much



space n o, and {>7' +he time you‘re eis}ﬁ or hine

years old, it's all filled vp-
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So if yov waht to learn sameﬂ\ihs hew after
THAT, you have to make room {>7/ getting rid of

someﬂ'\ihs OLD.

Dig,

T -Fisure +hat's w’ny school aets Narder the further
you 9o0- EVery time new information comes in ) your
brain o\u+oma+ica||7 clears out same'ﬂ\ihs ELSE +o

make SPGCC.

To prove my point, ever since T learned about
?)no+os7/h+¥\esis in Science, T havent been able +o

remember }\ow o &o |oh3 Jivisioh.

Question 1: What is 367 divided by 127?

Remember to show your work!



CLUUBE,




T just wish you could CHOOSE what your brain
gets rid of. The completely forgotten the cheat
codes for Twisted Wizard, but T still have a really
clear memory of the time T scared Dad when he

came out of ‘H\e s%ower.

And believe me, Td pay Sood mohey to wipe

THAT imqse from m)/ memory bank.

Mom says me and Rodrick need +o start ‘H’\ihkihs
about whcﬁ' we want to do w}\eh we grow up and

start \)lahhiha for the future NOW. She says



when voure a kid you should do as many thinas as
you caz\ to fih&'o what you like so +Kat |::\ er

you’“ know w\\a+ to focus on.
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T alrea&y KNOW what T want to do for my

career. L m \7|ahhih3 on beihs a Video game
tester wheh I grow up. ﬂ\e way I see it, '\:Ve
been training for that Job ever since L was old

ehous)n +o hold a controller in my Nands.

But whenever T +ell Mom my Plah, she doesnt

seem excited about it.

Mom says T should set my s;3h+s HIGHER and

become an ehsiheer or a &oc‘for or sameﬂ'\ihs like



+hat. She says T Just ?lay video games all &ay

and don*t take school serious|7, T'm gonna end
vp beihs a sarbase collector.
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First of all, the ohly doctor T know is our
?ec{ia‘rriciah, Dr. Hissihs, and T can't see m7/se|1[
S\Deh&ihs 'H'\e rest of my life suc-h'ohihs mucus out

of little kids’ noses.

And second, beihs a sarbase collector seems like

a Pre++7 sweet deal to ME. The uys who collect
our trash get to be outside every Jay and crank

their music vp really loud. So if the video game

tester 'H\ihs doesnt work out

collector seems like a soocl fallback \)lah.

for me, 3arba3e




When T was little, Mom alwa?/s told me T could be

ahy-f)nihs I wah+e& w)neh I grew up.
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I &i&h"i' fnh& out until later on ‘H\d‘f s)ne was
Jus+ +o\”<ih3 about JOBS. T ‘I%ous}ﬁ’ T could

|i+era||7 be ANYTHING.

Mom's a|wa7/s sayihs we have a lot of brains in
our fdmﬂ)/, dh& ‘H‘\d‘f one of m7/ srea'f-sred'i'-
great aunts *\el\ae& invent a cure for a disease

Wd}’ dek w)neh.
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But trust me ) we Ve 30+ a lot of real DUMMIES
in our Famﬂy, to0. Just last week my uncle Gary

cut down a bis {)rthh -H\q-i' was oVer)nahsihs Hs

JriVeway, and he ended vp breakihs his collarbone.

\rJH)n \Deovle like Uncle Gary n my gene \Doo|, it's



o\ miracle T cah even I:e m owh“s)noes But Mom's
o\ways say.hs can eat + ngs if f \7qu

m7l mih& o it.
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Albert Sdh&)/ says human beings oh|7 use 80% of
our braihs, and if we can +a\7 into ‘H\e OTHER

20%, we can do o\quiha +)m'hss.

T4 T’ the one who figures out how to tap into
that extra 20%, though, T'm keeping that
knowledge to myseh[. Because if you have all these
people going around using their brains at full

cqvqc. , it's gonhha be +o+a||7/ bananas.
\g 'ﬂ’i &
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Wedhesddt;[

Moms been +r7/ih3 to get Rodrick excited about
colleae, and said its time for him +o 3e+ serious

about |ookih3 into SC)noo|s.

But Rodrick’s still convinced his band is gonna
make it bis and that college is just a waste of
time for a vy like him. T think Mom’s starting
to get a little worried, because now she’s making
Rodrick research colleges for a half hour a cio\y

instead of &oihs chores.

Rodrick wrote o a handful of schools to ask for
+heir brochures, and Mom got all excited when

'H\e)/ came in the mail. But most of the co||e3es



were for 93\5“(’(:%;&% either Rg&ri k didnt

notice or +hose mia)n‘f e +he onl

sc\'\ools he }\as a c)nahce of 3e+‘h'h3 into.
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Since Mom cant get Rodrick interested in co||e3e,
she’s turned her attention 4o ME. On Moh&dy,
Mom ook me to her school so T could see what
+he campus was like, and T have to admit it was

o\c+ua||7/ kind of cool.
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Mo said that in college you can study anything
you WANT, and all you heed to succeed is a
“curious mind.” She 4old me that, while she went
1o her class, T should explore the campus so T

could get a sense of what it's like for students.

T walked around for a while, but T felt like T

didnt be|oh3 +here.

" L=
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EVeh+ua||7l T went to the |i{)rar7/ and Just waited

for Mom to be finished with her class.



T started c}oihs my homework, but T could +ell

‘H\ + all +)ne college kids were wah&er.hs what som
&|e schoo er was o|h3 n 3\

eir Ibrary
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That's when T remembered hearing about a gir
my age who's so smart, she's qlrea&y in medical
school studying to be a doctor. T figured if T
made myself look really smart, T4 look like T

BELONGED +there.

So T srabbec{ a stack of thick books about

Psyc\'\olosy off the nearest shelf and ?re‘fehcle& T

was really into them.

A few minutes later, a sirl \)ullec} vp a chair and

started 'halkihs ‘o me.
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The sirl said T looked smart and she wanted
to know if T4 be willihs to tutor her for her

Psyc}\olosy test she had later in the week.

Now, T dont know the first thing about
psychology, but T realized an opportunity like
THIS only comes up once in a lifetime. T told her
T was kind of busy at the moment, but T'd be

wi||ih3 to tutor her the NEXT qu.

When Mom came back from class, T uvsed her

|ibrar7 card to check out eVery book on \)S}/c)nobay
I could find. Ahd Jr)nd‘l' his}ﬁ’ I studied like ‘\;j\le

never s+u&ie& before.




When the next c}ay rolled around, T was READY.

;‘,;\Jaske& l"\omcrr he'd +ake me back +o her college,

s}\e seemegq *t ri||e&.
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T spent two hours helping that girl prepare for
her test, and by the time we were done, T knew
shed get a good grade. But then +his big guy
came by who was apparently her BOYFRIEND.
And believe me, if T'd known there was a
boyfriend involved T wouldn't have killed rmyself

|earhih3 a bunch of useless information.

T4 +his is the kind of thing T can expect in
college, T'm gonna have to PASS. And by the
way, T was right about what happens when you
learn new stuff. T had a test on world capitals

+o<ia7/, and T couldnt remember a single one.

L£Z
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Monday

All ahyohe at school can talk about these Jays is
Mariaha Mendoza’s Halloween Far+7/, which is +his
coming Fri&ay. But it's a little o\hhoyihs for me,

because T won+ be getting an invitation.

Mariana s parties are kind of |e3ehclar7/ because her

parents dont care WHAT goes on, as long as it

s+a7/s n 'H\e basement.




TS0 3Y DULE/RIY



Last year’s qu-ry got TOTALLY out of control.
T+ started OFF in the basemeh‘h but so mahy
Feoyle showed up +hat i+ 5\>i||ed out into the

yard, and the cops came to shut it down. And

+hat's a ?re‘Hy bi@ deal for a middle school \mr+7'.

This year, Mariana's parents said she has +o kee?
it SMALL, so shes only inviting people who are
in the school band with her. That's bad news for
kids like me who were hoping to get invited this

time around.



Row|e7/’s gonha get invited, 'H\ous)n, because he’s
in the band. Byt beli , if + +
1Tt gl Bt Believe e, W e goeg oy party

11



T was ‘H‘\ihkihs about this at school +o&a7/ when
I }mc} a sehius idea. 1’1[ IJoih -H\e BAND, I

can get invited o Mariana's ‘)dl"+7/.

Tohisht when T +4old Mom and Dad T wanted
to join the band, Mom was all for it. She was
reo\||7/ excited T wanted to c}mllehse myself and

+r>/ Some-ﬂ'\ihs new. But Dad wasn+ crazy about

'H\e idea.

Dad said instruments are EXPENSIVE, and he
doesnt think T'Il stick with it. But Mom said

Rodrick stuck wiﬂ-\ +\-\e DRUMS, w’nic}x I dont

+hink really hel\)e& my case.




T‘\d‘}"s w)neh Dd& brous}\'f vp 'ﬂ'\e PIANO.
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Two years ago, Mom saw me foolihs around with
one of those little electronic keyboar&s at the
mall the week before Christmas. T liked i+ because
i+ had all these buttons that made different

sound effects.

T +hink Mom got a little oVer|7 excited that T was
s)nowihs interest in a musical instrument, because
on Christmas Eve a truck rolled vp to deliver a

full-size piano.
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Ju&sihs 57/ Dad’s reaction, T dont think Mom

checked with him before buyiha it.

At first T was excited about the Piaho, but when

T realized it didn+ make laser sounds and stuff

like that, T lost interest real quick.

But Mom wasnt gonhha let me siVe up so fast. She
hired a lac}y named Mrs. French to come to the

Nouse and give me private lessons twice a week.

£,
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Mrs. Frehch knew }\er stuff w}\eh it came to +)ne

piano, but T was a TERRIBLE student.

The first problem was Mrs. French’s teaching style.
Shed sit right behind me on +he bench and put

her fingers on top of MY fingers. That approach
might work for SOME of Mrs. French’s students,

but i+ &efihi-h’_l)/ didnt work for ME.

G

Then there was the music itself. T£ T was gohha
?lay +he piano, T wanted o learn cool songs like

+he ones you hear on the radio. But Mrs. French



said T had, 1o start, with the EA&ICS, E\gj ft:

gave me a "Besihhers Sohsboo ot loo

it was older than Mrs. French.
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All the sohgs in +hat -H\ihs were rea“)/ corhy , and

it was %ar& for me to 3e+ into ‘H\em.
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Sing wiithhved! | Sing with glee!
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T fel+ pretty bad, because Mrs. French gave me
homework every time she visited, but T NEVER
practiced in between lessons. So every ‘ime she

came we'd have to start over with the “C-D-E”

sonhg, which mustve driven her nuts.



EVeh-h;a”y Mrs. French gave up +r7/ih3 +o teach

r;ﬁﬂzhfﬂgim;“ and shi& J'us+ read sossi\a masdzihes

owh + |h3.
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I+ went on like 'ﬂ\cﬁ for a moh‘i’}\ or two, but
eVeh+ua||7/ Mom discovered what was }\a\)\)ehihs and

+hat was the end of my private lessons.
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Now the piano is just a giant piece of furniture
taking up space in the living room. T think Mom
and Dad are still paying that thing off, so T

can kind of understand why Dad’s not eager for

me ‘o 'h‘)/ a NEW instrument.

Luck.'l)/, Mom had my back. She said maybe +he
piano wasnt the right FIT for me, and that

sometimes 'H'\e instrument hee&s to fih& +}\e



. inally convinc im i
T2 Tt e b e

at math and go on to 3e+ better Jobs.
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A half hour later we were at the music store

downtown \jickihs out an instrument.

"

M)/ number one requiremeh'f for an instrument

” JOLIIA) I(

sqqorc™~euM
=

is that it makes me look COOL. T saw a vy

at Mom’s collese strumming a guitar outside the

|ibrar>/ , and he DEFINITELY had +he risH' idea.
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Uh{or‘fuhﬁely , the guitar isnt one of the
instruments in our middle school band. So T had

o \Dn'ck someﬂ\ihs else.

I *mc} m7' e7/e on ‘H\e saxophohe at -Firs+, because

with that one it's hard NOT +o look cool. T

learned THAT from Declan Vaus)nh, who practices

Hs Jurihs recess.

But -H\ere are WAY +oo mah7/ buttons on -de'

ﬂ\ihs, and T knew T4 never 3e+ +he )nahs of it.

Mom 5u33es+e& T +ake a look at the French horn,



r;)gl':h SHE used +oa&|§ as c\\l:gd‘r g}; frehc)n horn

ed cool ehous}x onl vttons, so

T -fisure& T could \JrobaHy handle i+.
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The s\-\o‘)kee\)er ?ullec} the French horn down off the
hook and handed it to me. But when Dad saw the

price tag, he put +he brakes on the whole -H\ihs.

Dad said we should RENT instead of {)uy, because
+hat would be a whole lot cheq?er. But all the

rental instruments were USED.

The kid who Playe& +he French horn in the school

band last year was Joshua Ballard, and +here was

a chance the rental {)elohsed o HIM.
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Mom and Dad got into an argument in front
of eVeryohe, and it was kind of embarrassihs.
Dad said we were S\Deh&ihs +00 much mohey on
Some-ﬂ\ihs T4 quit in two weeks, and Mom said he

needed to show more FAITH in me.

EVeh+ua||7/ , Dad caved in. But before he swi\ae&
\-\is credit carc{, %e made me Promise ‘\:c} Prac’rice

every ni ght.

This +¥\ih3 better be as easy as it looks. Because
it feels like a lot of +rouble +o 90 +)nrou3)n Jus+ +o

get invited 1o a Halloween \mr-l')/.

iUCde;{

When T was \)ickihs an instrument, T should Ve



P e RRAE 5 s s oTLER

considerations , too.
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T+ was a pain in the neck bringing my French
horn to school today, because the CASE weighs
almost as much as the instrument. But when T
saw what Grayden Bundy had to deal with, T

felt OK about my choice.

EVerybo&y says Annabelle Grier is one of the
smartest sirls in our srade, and it's easy to see
w)ny She Plays +he Piccolo, so she’s not wasting

dhf eher37/ lussihs a \-\eaVY instrument around.
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But Georse DeVehey rvn'sH’ be even smarter 'H\qh
HER. He \Dla?ls the kettledrums, and those are
oo {)is to take home eVer7/ hish'i’, so +)ne>/ s+d>/ in

+he band room full-time.

Something T never really hoticed before is that
most of the kids in the band actually kind of
LOOK like their instruments. T dont know
if people do that on purpose or if its just a

coihcidehce.
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ﬂ\e srecﬁ' -H\ihs about -H\e band is 'H\o\'i' ﬂ\ere are
no tryouts or ahfﬂ'\ihs. Basicqlly, if you b“}' an

instrument and show up, you’re in.

But T wasnt +¥\ihkih3 it all the way ‘H\rous}\
w)neh I \)ickecl my instrument. 'ﬂ\e Frehch }\orh
is in the brass section, and almost eVeryohe in the

brass section is a GUY.

The woodwind section is the complete opposite.
T+5s all GIRLS except for a handful of 9uys,
including Rowley. T really wish he'd given me

a heads-up about it, because that information

would Ve been nice to know.




qube Rowley didnt tell me on PURPOSE so T

wouldnt give Nim ahy competition.
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T noticed he sits ris}ﬁ' next to Mariana Mendoza,

and believe me, that's no accident.

When class started, Mrs. Graziano told us +o
star+t warmihs up- ﬂwa‘t)s wheh I remembered
+hat my least favorite sound in the world is kids

practicing +heir instruments.

But Mrs. Graziano didnt seem to mind. She's

retiring +his year, so T think she’s already

checked out.
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T sat next 4o the only other kid who plays the
French horn, Evan Pittman, who looked like

he knew what he was doing. With the way he
moved his fingers around, it seemed a lot more
complicated than T was expecting. But T figured

T mis\'ﬁ as well give it a shot.

T filled my cheeks with air Just like Evan did, and
T blew into the mouﬂ\\)iece as hard as T could.

But -H\e air didn* come out w\'\ere I exPec-feJ.

As soon as it ha?\;ehed, everyone in the band

Just FROZE. Jake McGous\\ started +r7/ih3 to



sniff out w)no did it, because )ne's 30+ a weird

talent for that sort of +)nih3.
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But if there's one 'ﬂ\ihs you should know about
me, its that T have NEVER +aken blame for a
fart. lﬂcl even +)nrow m7/ own moﬂ-\er under +)ne

bus, and trust me, T have.

l —

ﬂ'\e kids in 'H\e band were s+dr+ih3 +o look my




ay. T was rea“z swea’rih% it, becguse s ‘}”was
a

way.
soxha get invited to Maridna Mendozas oween

?ar+7/, my reputation couldnt take a hit like +his.
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Jake McGous\'\ was getting closer and closer,
and T knew T was ohly seconds away from

getting identified.

So T did what T HAD +o do, and \)ihheJ it on

Gra)/cleh Buh&y.

T didnt feel TOO bad, because Graycieh has a

reputation for letting it rip in class. So the way
T see it, this was Puhis\'\meh-f for all the +imes he

30+ away wi‘H\ one.
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ibursday

T wish T could g0 back in time and \)ick a hew

instrument, because this French horn is no Joke.

ﬂ\e 3u7/ at the music store never mentioned that it's

a LEFT-handed instrument, and T'm a RIGHTY.

T thought i would be easy with the whole three-
button thing, but my left hand isnt strong enough
to work it. Plus, the mouthpiece is TINY, and

T can't get any air through it. So far T haven't
been able to squeeze out ANYTHING +hat sounds

like a musical note.




Uhfor+uha+e|7/, that doesnt }xel\v me with DAD.

He wahlsh-_fo Near me practicing each his)n-f , like T
1m.

Promise
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Lucka'l)/, I found some video c|ii‘7$ of a }\is\'\ sd\oo|
girl practicing HER French horn. So those videos

are &oihs the trick, at least for now.
I
| |
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ﬂ\is w}\o|e musical instrument ‘H’\ihs mis\\'f be a bis
waste of +ime, ahyway. Mariana didnt invite ﬂ\e

entire band to her \aar+7/ ‘omorrow hish‘l’, Jus+ +he

WOODWIND section.

That means if you ?lay a brass instrument like me,
7/ou’re out of luck. But then T realized Tve got
an IN. Rowlefs part of the woodwind section,

and if HE'S going, then T can Just tag along.




T cant J'us+ show vp with Hm, 'H\ous\'\, or T

could get +urned away at the door.
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So T figured ovt a way o make sure that doesn’t
happen. T realized that if T make myself part of
Rowley’s COSTUME, then wherever he goes, T

90, too. That's how T came up with the idea of us

30ih3 as a +wo-heade& monhster.

On 'H'\e walk home from sc)nool, I +o|& Rowley all

about my Plah.

LT
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But Rowley said he wanted o go to +he Par+7 as
a “nice witch,” and his mom was already workihs

on Hs costume.



See, this is EXACTLY w}\y Row|e7/ needs me to

90 with him.
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T +old Rowley if he went to a party like this
dressed up as a witch, he'd never live i+ down at
school. T think that made him kind of nervous, so
he said he changed his mind and wanted 4o do the

+wo-¥\eaded-mohs+er +)nih3 I %ac} come up wi+)n.

So tonight we got to work making the costume out
of some sheets T found in the linen closet. When
Mom got home from school, T realized T shouldVve
asked permission before cutting them up. But she
was really happy me and Rowley were MAKING

Someﬂ\ihs instead of Playiha video games like we

usmlly do.
—
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I told }xer we were makihs a +wo—)neo\c4ec}-mohs+er

9§s+ume, ath she thouaht that was o« GREAT

ea for trick-or-trea hg.
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T +old Mom the costume was ac+ud||7l for Mariana
Mendoza's Halloween \Dar+7/, and as soon as T said
it, T wished T could take it back. Like T said

before, last year’s \aar+7/ was a total blowout, and

EVERYONE in our town ’neard about it.

But Mom was ac+ua||7' sooc} with the idea. She said
a \Dar+7/ was a c)nahce for us o "{)rahch out’ and
grow our "friehd circle.” S*\e sm'd she,d even be

\-\o\\a\?y to give us a RIDE.

I’m Jus+ relieved s}\e didnt susseS'f dc}dihs
another head to the costume, because believe me,
that's EXACTLY +he kind of ﬂ\ihs she would

+hink of.
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Halloween

T+ took a |oh3 time to get to Mariana's house

+oh53h+ because the street was full of little kids

+ric]<-or-+rea+ih3.

T was kind of GLAD we were a little late, because
if we showed up ris}vf on time, we'd look like we
were too eager. When we fihally got to Marianas,
T +old Mom +hanks for the ride and not +o come

back for us until the \aar+7/ ended at 11:00.



But Mom turned off the ighition, got out of the

minivah, and \Dullecl some bass from the back.
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\h“\eh I asked her w)nq-f s)ne was Joihs, s\'\e said
she was coming in to introduce herself +o Mr. and

Mrs. Mendoza.

T BEGGED Mom not to, but when she decides +o

do sameﬂ\ihs , there’s rea“y ho stopping her.

She rang +he doorbell 5 but hoboc}y answered. We
could hear loud music coming from the basement, so

Mom o?ehe& the door and we all s+e\>\>ed inside.



Mr. and Mrs. Mendoza were on the couch wa+c¥\ih3

a horror movie ) Jsd they didn- seem +oo interested
n se-H'ahs up an d\a ihg wit
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Mom asked if she could g0 downstairs and check out

+he Par+7/, and +)ne7l seemed +o+a||7/ fine with it.

Now T was REALLY nervous. Mom opened +he
door +o +the basement and headed on down, and
all me and Rowley could really do was follow. There
were a lot of kids there already, and they looked

like -H-\e)/ were }mvihs a blast.
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But when eVeryohe saw Mom, -H'\ey s+0\7‘>e& what

+¥\e7/ were Joihs.

Mo pulled a bunch of homemade Halloween games
out of her bag, and T got a sick feeling in my
stomach. T shouldVe known what Mom was up to
when T saw her reading the October edition of

"Family Frolic” magazine last his}ﬁ.




When Mom Pulled out her Par+7/ games, T fisured
Freryo ot 3o e ke ok e,
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A bunch of the sirls started HELPING Mom

set up her stuff.
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From ‘H‘\d+ \Doih‘l' on Mom was ruhhihs +)ne show.

She invited evaryohe at the Par’r}/ +o \7|a7/ +hese
corny Halloween games. T ﬂ-\ous}ﬁ T mis}ﬁ
ac-hmlly die of embarrassment, but eVerybon got

into it and seemed to be *\avihs a srecﬁ +ime.







T think +he person who was havihs the MOST
fun was Row|e7'. His favorite game was +he one
where 7/ou eat a &oushhu-f on a s+n'h3, and he set

‘H\e record wiﬂ\ five in +¥\ir+7' seconds.

Once T realized everyone was having a good time,
T relaxed o little. T even played a few games
MYSELF. Me and Rowley took first prize in

Pin the Boo on the Ghost, and T gotta admit

we que a Pre-H')/ soocl +eam.
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Th fact, we won a LOT of Moms games. The oh|7/
one we stunk at was the Mini Pum\?kih Toss, but T

guess you cant be 300& at EVERYTHING.

After the games were over, somebo&y turned the
music louder, and the party cranked up a hotch.
T+ was a little hard 4o pull out my best moves

while T was attached +o Rowley, but T still had

some \Dre++7' sood stuff.
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T gotta say, it was AWESOME. The oh|7 kids

who WERENT )navihs fun were the handful of
auys who were there. But T wasnt gohha let a

few sour grapes sPoil my sood +ime.

i
x

Ris}ﬁ' wheh ﬂ\e \Dar+7 was about to \'\H -H\e

next level, Rowley told me "\e needed to use +)ne
{)a-ﬂ\room. But wheh we made ‘H\e costume we &i&h)‘f

PLAN for that sort of thing.

ﬂ\ere washt a zi\:?er or qh}/ﬂ\ihs like 'H\a‘h so




+he ohb:[ 1(wa% to get out 2-( +he costume was to

ct it erthér one ot us was wean’hs \Dah+s

uhderhea-ﬂ\ , SO THAT wasn+ \\a\a\)ehihs.

1



T was Pre-H'y ahhoyed , because earlier in the
evening T had TOLD Rowley to slow down on the

fruit \)uhc}\ , and of course he hadnt listened.

T decided he was Just gonha Nave to wait until
we got Nome to deal with it. So T +ried to 9o
back +o )navihs fun, but Rowley made i+ kind of

imvossible for me to en J'oy myself.

T think Mom fisure& out what was going oh from

+he look on Rowle/s face, and she said it was time

for us to "wrcx\) +Hh35 0\7" and )nead }xome.



Now T was REALLY mad. The Par’ry was in full

;v;i\% d{ayl\’eat? Nad to leave because Row|e7 needed a
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But Mom said it's better to leave a Po\r+7/ when it's
going strong +han when it's -Fizzhhs out. She said
it makes you look COOL, because eVerybo&y will

+hink 7'ou Nave better ‘H\ihas to do.
T dont know what's better than }\ahsihs out
with Mariana Mendoza, but Mom was \arachicall)/

?us)nihs me up -H\e stairs.

When we drove away, T was \)f'e-H7 miserable. But

MOM was as "\d??)’ as I’Ve ever seen \-\er.
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“)Ul"de¥

All this week, Mariana and her friends have
been saying how great the party was and how
much fun my mom was. T dont know how to feel
about that, exactly, but T guess T'll take it as

a comvlimeh‘h

TVe kind of lost interest in being in the band,

though, and it’s not JUST because the party’s in
the rearview mirror. Once we got back to school on
Mohday, +he guys in the woodwind section started

sivihs me a }\ar& +ime.




And it's not Just the BIG 9uys, either. Even

Jake McGoush’s gotten in on +he act.
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When T told Mom and Dad T was ﬂ-\ihkihs
of quH"Hhs +)ne bahd, Dac} san'& +)nq+ wasnht an
oF'h'oh. He said my instrument cost a lot of mohey 4

and that T had to honor my “commitment.”

He said T cant Jus+ qui-f Someﬂxihs because it's
HARD, and if there’s ahyﬂxihs he's gonna teach

me, its PERSEVERANCE.

T could tell Dad wasnt gohha le+ i+ 9o, so T



omise kee e me
:\7\7; évrh\ Eai ahP %us'r)(\ﬁ's%f w;ls\z)) -Hy

+he hook.
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Then he told me he's gonha come o +he Fall

Concert to cheer me on. T +4old Dad the concert
is dun’hs +he school da)/, so he wont be ABLE +o
come. But Dad said it's im?or‘hxh-r +o )m'm, so he’s

gonha take off work.

Now +¥\e \)ressure’s REALLY on. I’Ve been +r7/ih3
4o learn 4o Play this thing ever since, but trust

me, its not easy.

T asked Row|e7/ +o come over and }\elP me
+oh53¥\+, because I 'Fisured }\e’s been in 'H\e ‘l)o\hd
for a while and knows a ﬂ\ihs or two about

instruments. But eVer7/ +ime +\we 4wo of us are in a

room +03e+¥\er, we end up 3e++ih3 distracted.




el |
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Dad was \Dre-H7 mad, because he said all me and
Row|e7/ do when were +03e+¥\er is screw around.
So he sent Rowley home and old me +o get back
to work. But even that girl in the videos gave vp
Frying to learn the French horn, so T guess T'm

REALLY on M}’ own.

Wednesday

To&ay was the Jay of the big Fall Concert. T never
+ec)nhica||7/ learned how to \7|o\7/ my instrument,

but I did fisure out \'\ow +o 3e+ BY.

T sit right next to Evan Pittman in band

practice, and he can \)lqy his French horn Just




fine. T realized f T Just Pissybacke& on him

D ok Yo BT, Py be codd de
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So that's what Tve been Joihs for the past two
weeks. And if Mrs. Graziano didnt notice from

ten feet away, T knew DAD wouldnt notice from

across -H\e room.

But ten minutes before showtime ; E van was
nowhere to be found. T asked his best friehc{,
Marcus Perez, where Evan was, and Marcus said
Evan was getting his braces off +o&a7 and was

soihs ‘o miss ﬂ\e concert.

T couldnt BELIEVE Evan would hang me out
to dry like that. T thought the brass section is

SUPPoseJ to have each other's BACKS.



When it came time for the band o do warm-ups,

T started to SWEAT.
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T was Prayihs Dad forgo-f about the Fall Concert,

bot +)neh +)nere he was at -H\e S‘hxse door.

After +he audience took their seats, it was time
to go on stage. Mrs. Graziano led us out in single

file, with the brass section going next to last.

But +)ne woodwinds were ris}rf {)ehihd us, and +¥m+
idiot Jake McGoush s+e\>‘>e& on the back of my

s)noe and gave me a flat tire.

- T

i 7/ .

L] &

/AN
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T had o \DU+ my horn down to fix m7/ shoe ) and
when T did, the last kid in the woodwind section
went +)nrou3¥\ +he s+a3e door and let it shut

behind him.

T +ried 4o open the door, but it was LOCKED,
so T Pouh&e& on the window. But eVeryohe was

tuning +heir instruments and couldnt hear me.
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The concert was about to start, and all T could
+hink about was Dad |oo‘<ih3 at rn7/ ern\7+7 chair.
So T knocked HARDER.

Luckily, Row|e7/ saw me at the window, got uvp
from his c}mir, and oPehe& the door. But then
he s+e\7?e5 INSIDE +he room and let the door

shut BEHIND Kim.

Now we were BOTH s+uck. I knocked on +)ne
window again, but risH' at that moment Mrs.

Graziano struck vp -H'\e band and eVeryohe started



?lazihs. Now it was HOPELESS, because, there
w

a$ NG wa7 amyohe was gohha hear me wiﬂ\

Georse DeVehey Fouh&iha away oh his kettledrums.
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When the clarinet section Pi‘)e& n, Rowley went
into a PANIC. He started \7|o\7/ih3 along with the
rest of the band, which was DEFINITELY not

\-\e|\>ih3 matters.

T+ was pretty clear it was gonna be vp to me
fo get us out of there. T +ried o pry the door
open by putting my foot on the wall and pulling
on the handle with all my strength. But T guess

my pants couldnt take the stress.
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I |ooke& n 'H\e mirror on 'H\e back wall +o c\'\eck
+he Jamaae, and there was a five-inch tear down
the middle of my pants. That was really bad news,

because you could see my underwear.

IR

N\

T realized that even if we managed to get the
door back open, T couldnt go out there with this
giant HOLE in my pants. So T looked around
the room to see if there was anything T could
use to cover up. T found a black binder on Mrs.
Graziano's desk, and T sli\a\)ed it down the back

of m7/ Pah’rs.
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The binder covered vp the hole pretty well, and
from a distance no one would be able to notice. But
i+ was so STIFF, T couldnt actually sit DOWN.
So T had to take it out and come vp with a

different idea.

Then T thought of a solution. T grabbed a black
marker off Mrs. Graziano's desk and told Rowley
to color in the part of my underwear that was
showing. That way, o one would even know my

?ah-rs ri\a\?ed.

Uh{or+uhd+e|7/ ) +hat's rish'f when DAD came

+¥\rousln +he door. T dont know what it looked like

+o HIM, but T have a feelihs it didnt look GOOD.
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ibursday

No matter how many times T explained 4o Dad
what had happened at the Fall Concert, he didnt
want to hear it. He said me and Rowle7 were
goofing off when we shouldVe been performing

with the band, and that's all he needed o know.

My punishment is two weeks with no television or
Video games, and T'm not allowed to have friends
over after school. The oh|7/ thing T really CAN
do is practice my French horn, which T guess is

+he point.

But \Drac‘h'cihs +¥\q+ ﬂ'\ihs stresses me out, and
stress makes me HUNGRY. T uswlly Nave a

whole \m'llowcase full of cahc}y at this time of



yea but since I s c} +nck -or-treatin ? o
1o that party, P et oo o9,

part of Halloween.
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T knew there had to be leftover cah&y somewhere
in the house, because on Halloween his}ﬁ, Dad
+o|& Mom 'ﬂ\e geese c)nqsed all +)ne +rick-or-

treaters away.

So after school today T looked in all the places
T thought Mom mightVe stashed the candy, but
T came vp empty. Now T was REALLY craving
something sweet, but the only thing in the
pantry was a bag of chocolate chips Mom old us

were off-limits.
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T think she's Pldhhihs on makihs c\\ocolq-fe-chi\)
cookies for ‘H\e c)nurc)n Bake Fair. But I -Figure&

she'd never notice if Jus-f ONE c}\it‘) went missihs.

So T got some scissors and cut a +ih7/ chocolate-
c\\i\)-size hole in the bottom of the bqs. We“, ohe
chocolate chi\) turned into two, and 4wo turned

into FOUR. Then T kind O‘FJUS“’ los+ my mind.

When T was done, T mustve eaten at least a
quarter of the bag. T thought there was still a
chance Mom wouldnt notice, but the hole in the
bag had gotten a lot BIGGER, and T needed +o

do someﬂ\ihs about +)nd+.



So T went +)m‘ou3)n +he Juhk drawer 4o look for

a s+a‘>|er.
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But before T could USE i+ 5 +he bottom of the

bas +o+a||7l gave out.

i s’m‘)led the bag shut and recovered as many
c\\i\)s as T could off the floor. But T kind of
couldnt \'\elv myseh[ , and a lot of them never made

it back into the {)as.

Now there was ho WAY Mom wasn+ gonhha hotice.



B vy e et e

Rowley for \\elr‘).
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I +o|& "\im m7/ situation, dhA *\ow I hee&ed Hm o

{)rihs me as mahy chocolate c)ni\)s as he could.

Rowley showed vp ot ry front door five minutes
later, and he was all out of breath. He said he

would Ve gotten to my house SOONER, but the
geese were out on our street and he had o cut

+¥\rou3)n my heig\'\bor’s backyar& to steer clear
of them.

T asked Row|e7/ for the chocolate c\wi\)s, and he
o\aehe& his hands. But -H\ey were useless because

+¥\e7/ were comp|e+e|7/ MELTED.

[\






T +old Rowley he was gonna have to go back and
get MORE, but he said that was all they had.
He said maybe he coud call vp Scotty Douglas
down the street to see if HE had any chocolate
chips, and that sounded like a pretty good plan

+o me.

But when Row|e7/ ?ickeé vp +he P\-\ohe, T noticed he

was leaving c)noco|a+7/ f’.‘hser‘)rih-rs EVERYWHERE.

T knew if Dad found ONE of Rowley’s
fihser\)rihﬂ in the ki’rc}\eh, T was dead. So we
30+ some paper towels and started wi\)ihs down

the whole kitchen.
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\Aﬂ\eh we ran out of paper towels, I went into

the laundry room to aet some more. But when T
Y 9

T made o« HUGE &iscoVery.

T found Mom's entire stash of leftover Halloween

cah&y tucked behind the rolls of paper towels.

ﬂ\ere were five uhovehed bass n +)nere, and i+

was ALL stuff T like.

GV







T f.’sure& T4 give Rowley a few ‘)acke'i's of
gummy worms for )nel\m'hs me out with the cleahu?.

But I couldnt resist 'hAkihs 'H\e O\DPor'h;th to

Play a little \Drahk on him first.

= +\'\ou3}\+ Rowley would |qu3¥\, but he was
TERRIFIED. Even AFTER T showed him the
worm was just a piece of cahc}y, he still couldn+

3e+ over it.

UBRHRRPo
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That's when a lightbulb went on over my head.
People LOVE o be scared, and if youTe good

at it, you can make a FORTUNE. T+ cant be
that hard, either. LM. Spooky is filthy rich, and

+hat vy doesnt even EXIST.

T Keard about these co||e3e kids who made a horror
movie, and -H\ey oh|>l spent a couvle hundred bucks

fﬂmihs it. T‘neh 'H'\ey SOH 'ﬂ\e moVie to a bis

studio, and now those guys are MILLIONAIRES.

T4 those 307/5 could do it, so could T. And T



Jidg? need %uhére[ds 21[ &ollarf, either. All T
9

hee ed waS a couple o {)dss o ummy worms ah&

Mom ahc{ Pad’s old cc\mcor&er.
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T could alrea&y see the movie poster in my mind.

IIJIIII'IIIJEIIJI'IJI;I—IJ
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And when my movie wins Best Picture, TIl be
sure to thank all the little \Deo?le who }\e|‘>ecl me

alohs +he waly.

—
-
—
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The person who |l deserve the BIGGEST +thanks
is MOM. She's +the one who's always saying T
should use my imagination and do something
creative, so when T'm a famous director T'Il bet

she'll be Prou&.

Before all THAT could )nw‘)\:eh, though, we needed
fo get started making this movie. T told Rowley
my idea o make a film where man-eating worms
terrorize a towh, but that seemed to make him

nervous. He said maybe we could switch out the
a

worms for sameﬂ\ihs less SCARY,, like butterflies.

But T +old him ho{)ody was gohha pay 300& mohey



+ movie like THAT. j l
it s ot ey

he seemed to warm vp o -H\e idea.
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Rowley wanted o get started -Fi|mih3 ris\'ﬁ +hen
and there, but T +4old him we werent Joihs
“h7+)f‘;h3 without a SCRIPT. So we went vpstairs,

turned on my compu+er, and 30+ +o work.

NIGHT OF THE

NIGHT CRAWLERS

Written by

Greg Heffley

Based on a concept by

Greg Heffley

Rowley said HE wanted to write, too, but T

really didnt want o share credit on this thing
since it was MY idea. So T +old him he could do
+he s+or7/boards, which are little drawings that

show how each camera shot is SUPPosed to look.



T -Fisured a 300& way to start the movie would be
R et
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EVENING. A man comes home from work

in a good mood, whistling a cheery

tune. He opens the side door and

steps inside the kitchen.

4.

But T ran into a ProHem ris}ﬁ away. T was
?lahhihs on direc’rihs, and Rowley was our oh|7/
actor. That meant we couldnt really show two

c\'\arac'fers on -Hwe screen at ﬂ\e same time.

The other ProHem was that T didnt want it to




be +oo obvious +)na+ owl ing all -H\e
F IR 4

?ar-rs, or \Deov e '“'3 mWwas low-

budse‘i'. So I )nqd o 3e+ a little creative.
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HUSBAND

Hi, dear. I am home

from work.

WIFE

Hello, honey. I hope you don't

mind if I don’t turn around but

I am really concentrating on

doing these dishes.

E

w1 g

[t

(Il

HUSBAND

That’s OK. I am gonna

go upstairs and take

a shower.




WIFE

Good, I can smell

you from here! (laughs)
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T felt like there was a|reac}7 a little to0 much

‘hxlkihs, so it was time to get to +he action.

UPSTAIRS BATHROOM. The man steps

inside the shower and turns the

water on.
HUSBAND
Oh, man! This shower
is gonna feel GREAT! And
my wife is right about

me stinking.

But then WORMS shoot out of the

showerhead!

7.
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HUSBAND

What the heck? This isn’t

water! It’s WORMS!

.

But these are no ordinary worms.

They are man-eating NIGHT CRAWLERS!

HUSBAND

Oh, great! These things

are actually EATING me!

Worms come out of the man’s eyes and

nose.

72,
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When Rowle)/ finished that last Jrawihs, Ne was
w\'\H'e as a 3}105+. But I reminded h’m -H\e worms

were just cahdy , and that calmed him down.

BACK TO THE KITCHEN. The man runs

into the room with a towel around

his waist.

HUSBAND

Honey! Don’t use the

water! It’'s --

But it’s TOO LATE. The woman is a

skeleton.

13.




l
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Now T REALLY started o lose Rowley. T had
to remind him this was all make-believe, and we
had a \>|as+|'c skeleton that we were gonha use for

+his scene. But he was Prach’call)/ )(\7/\>erVeh+i|a+ih3.

T realized maybe +his was a Sood \Dlace +o add
some come&y, so T put in a line of dialosue, and

+hat broushf Rowley r;3h+ back.

HUSBAND
Well, I guess this

means I'm single! (winks)

4,
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A‘Her ‘H’\d‘f was taken care of , it was back +o +)ne

action. And the next scene was a BIG one.

The man looks outside. The house is

totally surrounded by night crawlers.

HUSBAND

Oh no! I’'m surrounded!

I'd better call the COPS!



The man puts the phone to his ear

and dials 911.
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HUSBAND
Hello, is this the police?
I am calling to report...

Wait, WHAT THE -- °?

A worm crawls from the phone into

the man’s ear and out the other one.

HUSBAND

AIIEEEEEEE! (dies)

oo

After T finished writing +hat scene, T realized
+his was +dkih3 +oo much time. Plus, there were

Some scenes I )nddh"f fisure& out }\ow +o s}\oo+



2o ke e e reeamidbe raper and e

‘H\e moVie.

204



Since we werent gonha get +his whole 'ﬂ\ihs
done in one &ay, T decided we mis}ﬁ as well get

started and shoot the scenes we Jus+ wrote.

T found my Pareh’rs’ camcorder in Moms closet,
and luckﬂ)/ there was a film car-h'idse in the
camera {)as. We also borrowed some clothes from
Dad’s closet for Row|e7/’s first costume, and even
-H\ous)n the pants were a li+tle |oh3, +)ne>/ more or

less fit.

We shot the oPehihs scene, which took about
+hree times |oh3er +han i+ should Ve because Row|e>/

*\qcl +rouble rememberihs }\is lines.
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After that, it was time to film Rowley as the

suy’s wife.
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Rowley wash+ comfortable wearing ohe of Mom’s
dresses, so we settled on some Y094 pants. We
didnt have a wig, So Row|e7 wore a hoodie to

cover Hs \\eac}.

T+ wasnt exac-H)/ like T had imasihed it, but

sometimes 7/ou have o Jus+ kee\) +)nih3$ movihs.

o

)

A‘Her we wra‘)\ae& -ﬂ'\ihss vp in -ﬂ\e ki'k}\eh,
we went upstairs to film the bathroom scenes.
Rowley didnt want to get his hair wet, so he

wore a shower cap we found underneath Mom's



sink. I found Dad’s ba’r)nihs suit in one of )m's

dresser drawers, and Rowley put that on and
got in the shower.
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T+ 4urns ovt the shower scene was A LOT
harder to film than T expected. T had 4o shoot
Row|e7 from the waist vp so you couldn’t see that
he was wearing a bathing suit. Plus, T hadn+
really thought through how to make it look like

worms were comihs out of +}\e shower )\ead ) and

hoﬂ\ihg T did looked ris}vf.

EVeh+ua||7/ T settled on Just +)nrowih3 worms at
Rowley’s face. Hovemfully it |l look realistic when it's

all edited +ose+¥\er.
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T couldnt find where Mom kep‘f her food colon’hs,
so we had to settle for some ke“’dwy for the
blood. T+ was a little 4oo thick, but it wasnt the

worst +)nih3 in the world, either.

A‘Her we wra‘)FeJ -H\ihas vp in the baﬂ\room, it
was time Yo go back down 4o the kitchen. We shot
+he skeleton scene Pre++7 quickly, and the hoodie

added some+)nih3 extra ‘o it.







At this point it was getting a little late, and T
was worried we weren+ gohha fihish s)nooJrihs our
scenes before my parents got Nome. So we hurried

outside and 30+ +o work sPreadihs +he sumrv?/

worms around +¥\e 7ar&.

.

SPR

But T wasnt satisfied with how this scene was
comihs out. ’ﬂ\ere Jus+ weren+ ehous}x worms to

make it look scary.
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I decided we were gonhha }\cwe o di\) into 'ﬂ\e
other {)as of 3““”‘7’ worms to make the scene
work. But when T oPehe& +he door to the

|auh&r7/ room, I got a has+7/ surprise.

T was +r7n‘h3 +o 'Fisure out what to do with
+he P9 when T heard Rowley screaming in +he

kitchen. So T ran out to see what was wrohg.







A ‘buhc}\ of geese were soihs 4o TOWN on our
gummy worms, so T opened the door to fry to

scare them off. But +¥\e7/ wouldnt budse.

ALY AV Y

|~
Once the geese finished off the gummy worms,
'H\e)/ wah+ed MORE. I c|ose& +)ne &oor ) dhd me

and Rowley hid under the kitchen +able to +r7' to

'Fisure out our next move.

S
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T +old Rowley +he ohly 'H\ihs geese are scared
of are other ANIMALS. Bu+t before T could say

another word, Rowley was at the window with

Mahh/s See-and-Talk.

ki

Now +¥\e geese were Peckiha at +’ne wihdows, and

T was scared that if we didnt do something,

they might actually break IN. That's when T
remembered that the last time Rodrick went +trick-
or-treating, he wore this awful wolf mask, which

was still down in the basement.

o\
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1 f.'sure& if ANYTHING was gohna scare +hese

geese off, it was THAT.

Me and Row|e7/ ran dowh to the furnace room +o
find the mask. The old Halloween costumes were
in a box on the fourth shel[, so it was a two-man

Job +o 3e+ it down.

T got up on Rowle/s shoulders and reached for

+he {)ox, but when T DID T knocked a snow
slobe off the shelf. And when THAT hq\)\)ehed )

the WITCH went off.
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T srabbeJ on 1o the shelf, and +the whole storage

uhit came crasHhs down.

\A“\eh 'H'\e dus-i' se++|e& , we were {)oﬂ\ lucky o
be ALIVE. Once Rowley got free, he shot out
of the basement so fast, T +hink he mi\g}ﬁ’\/e

ac+ual|7 taken the stairs FOUR at a time.

And once he got out of the house, Rowley didnt
STOP. He climbed }mlfway vp +he bis tree on the
side of the }\ouse, and thats where T found )nim,

babbling nonsense.

T tried to talk him into coming down, but he



Idn: .S i
wouldpt budsg. So T, SoNIGRD S ookt ong

+hat oh|7/ made him climb HIGHER.
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Uhfor‘l'uhd‘i'eb/ for me ) ‘H\d‘f’s ‘H\e moment Dad

came "\OMC.

Wednesday

I‘i”s been a Pre-H?/ crazy cou?|e of weeks since me

and Rowley made our movie. T Ve been oo busy +o



kee\) vp with my Journal, because Dad has had me

working in the furnace room every ni H’ sortin
+¥\ro:;3‘?\ 'all +he s+u1?1f that fell to J'r‘?\e s}\elvés.‘(3
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T tried explaining o Dad that we were just
makihs a movie and +)m'h35 30+ out of )nah&, but it
was like +q|kih3 to a wall. T +)nous\'\+ Mom would
be a little more understanding, but it turns out
+he tape in the camcorder was of Mahhy +akih3

\-\is first s+e\as, and we recorded n's}ﬁr over it.

SRLAT
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So T'm stuck cleaning vp +his mess in the furnace
room, and meanwhile, Row|e7/ is drinking in

Hs hew{ouhd fame. A news crew came out qhd
recorded the moment when the fire c}e\)o\r‘rmeh‘l'
30+ him down out of the +ree, and the foo-hxse of

the “dramatic rescue” sPrqu like crazy.



Rowley hasnt even been back to school, because

eVery morhing talk show wants a piece of him.
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What's really annoying is that in all these
interviews, Rowley hasnt mentioned my hame
ONCE, even though T'm the one who MADE him
famous. But these days he pretty much acts like

+he world revolves around him.

T guess +hat's what fame does to a person. All

T can say is, you‘& never see ME makihs a fool

out of myseh[ Jus+ to 3e+ a c)ned\) |qu3¥\ from 'ﬂ\e

?eovle wa+c¥\ih3 at home.
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The pressure’s really piling up
on Greg Heffley. His mom thinks
video games are turning his

brain to mush, so she wants her
son to put down the controller
and explore his “creative side.”

As if that's not scary enough,

Halloween is just around the
corner and the frights are coming
at Greg from every angle.

When he discovers a bag of gummy worms, it sparks an idea.
Can Greg get his mom off his back by making a movie . . . and will
he become rich and famous in the process? Or will doubling down
on this plan just double Greg's troubles?

EVERYBODY LOYES THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES!

“In the publishing world,
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