When an episode of Top Gear reaches syndication, apart from lesser segments getting the chop, the largest casualty was each episode’s licensed soundtrack, which would get dummied out with dull, repetitive stock music that would really get on one’s ears after a while. Aside from the lost cause which is Series 2, and the almost fully-restored Series 3 (on behalf of Motortrend), Series 1 was by far the biggest victim of song replacement. And until 2020, only two sources were available online which hinted towards the original songs used in each episode; The Best of Series 1 special, and the Back in the Fast Lane DVD. There was maybe an hour’s worth of footage shared between them, and no full episodes. However, numerous unearthing efforts made that year discovered three full episodes as they originally aired, and numerous other long-forgotten early re-airings of these episodes, before the songs used were cut and chopped out.

Coverage status:

· Episode 1: Complete, from October 2002 BBC2 recording. No cuts have been made.
· Episode 2: Partial; Ford Focus RS, Noble M12 GTO and bus jump segments have the correct music, but the classic Ford RS and Escort RS 1800 segments are missing. Audio comes from 2003 BBC World airing, The Best of Series 1 (originally tx’ed January 2003), and the Back in the Fast Lane DVD release.
· Episode 3: Complete, from 2005 BBC Prime recording; the only S1 episode which was left unchanged soundtrack-wise from the BBC2 original (but was changed thereafter). A small cut was made to Ross Kemp’s SIARPC segment, but otherwise no changes are present. Said cut was left intact on the 2003 UK Horizons airing.
· Episode 4: Complete, from November 2002 BBC2 recording. Cuts have been made.
· Episode 5: Mostly complete; only the used Peugeot 206 segment is missing its original music. Sourced from 2003 BBC World airings of S01E05.
· Episode 6: Partial; Honda NSX, grannies doing handbrake turns, BMW Z4 and Mercedes SL55 AMG segments have original audio restored, but the Vel Satis and used Golf segments are missing. From 2002 BBC2 and 2003 BBC World recordings, as well as the “Best of Series 1” special and Back in the Fast Lane DVD.
· Episode 7: Complete, from December 2002 BBC2 recording. No cuts have been made.
· Episode 8: Partial, first 40 minutes have restored soundtracks from 2003 BBC World airing and “Best of Series 1” special; Lada segment comes from “Best of Series 1 & 2”. Maserati and Fastest Van Man are missing and revert to MTOD soundtrack.
· Episode 9: Mostly complete; only the stripped Jaguar XJS segment is missing its original soundtrack. Sourced from an incomplete December 2002 BBC2 recording and a 2003 UKTV Horizons recording.
· Episode 10: Complete; MTOD audio is entirely unedited from the original 2002 broadcast. Either this was an oversight or all the licensing for the featured songs was successfully re-negotiated.

In total, approximately 9 of Series 1’s 10 hours contain the original audio they aired with back in 2002. Episodes 1, 3, 4, 7, and 10 have been entirely reverted (the latter of these didn’t need any adjustments due to aforementioned circumstances), and episodes 5 and 9 are only missing a few minutes each, the rest of the episode restored. Even the worst-affected episodes: 2, 6 and 8 are missing less than half of their respective episodes’ original soundtracks.

Identified songs
S01E01
Intro - Citroen Berlingo road test
00:00 - 00:31 - Massive Attack - Angel
00:32 - 01:03 - Christian Henson - Jessica
02:02 - 02:41 - Unknown
02:42 - 03:00 - Massive Attack feat. Nicolette - Three
03:21 - 03:39 - Massive Attack feat. Nicolette - Three
04:18 - 04:58 - Foo Fighters - Learn to Fly
05:54 - 06:24 - Massive Attack - Karmacoma

Ford GT40 Concept
09:30 - 09:54 - The Small Faces - All Or Nothing
09:55 - 09:58 - Aretha Franklin - Respect
09:59 - 10:02 - Bee Gees - I've Gotta Get a Message to You
10:03 - 10:10 - Stevie Wonder - Yester-Me, Yester-You, Yesterday

Zonda vs. Murciélago
19:57 - 20:41 - Roger Sanchez - Another Chance
21:40 - 21:57 - Unknown
22:39 - 23:37 - Unknown (previously given as Ian Van Dahl - Castles in the Sky)
24:24 - 24:32 - Maurizio Belladonna - Matumbana
25:24 - 25:35 - Unknown (riff sounds uncannily like Modjo's Lady)
28:27 - 28:39 - Unknown
30:03 - 30:09 - Herb Alpert - This Guy's In Love With You

The Stig vs. a Speed Camera
32:47 - 32:57 - Unknown (same as 28:27 - 28:39)
33:14 - 33:18 - B.J. Thomas - Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My Head
41:00 - 41:05 - Cilla Black - Alfie
57:19 - 57:24 - Carpenters - Close To You

Mazda6 Sport road test
52:00 - 52:41 - DJ Shadow - Stem/Long Stem
52:51 - 53:10 - DJ Shadow - Mongrel...
53:19 - 54:05 - DJ Shadow - Midnight in a Perfect World
54:06 - 54:21 - Unknown
54:30 - 54:51 - DJ Shadow - Mongrel...
55:21 - 55:51 - DJ Shadow - Midnight in a Perfect World
55:55 - 56:22 - Unknown

· Total Tracks: 24
· Identified: 18 (75%)

S01E02
Ford Focus RS road test
03:40 - 05:08 [Intermittent] - Christopher Cross - Sailing
05:46 - 06:39 - Band of the Welsh Guards - Rhyfelgyrch Gwyr Harlech
07:12 - 07:29 - Rae & Christian feat. Veba - Swan Song (For A Nation)
07:52 - 08:03 - Unknown
09:41 - 10:08 - Hybrid - Finished Symphony
10:16 - 10:57 - Unknown
11:20 - 11:26 - Band of the Welsh Guards - Rhyfelgyrch Gwyr Harlech

Bus Jump
21:20 - 21:33 - Dimitri From Paris - Monsieur Dimitri Joue du Stylophone
56:35 - 57:17 - Wilhelm Richard Wagner - Ride of the Valkyries

Noble M12 GTO track test
23:19 - 27:03 [Intermittent] Mo Solid Gold - Personal Saviour
28:29 - 29:50 [Intermittent] Doris Day - Dream a Little Dream of Me

· Total Tracks: 10 (likely more)
· Identified: 8 (80%)

S01E03
Mini One road test
04:09 - 06:44 [Intermittent] - The James Taylor Quartet - Austin’s Theme
08:05 - 10:06 [Intermittent] - Quincy Jones - Soul Bossa Nova

Citroen DS retrospective
17:11 - 18:52 [Intermittent] - Unknown
18:53 - 19:15 - Mel Tormé - Blue Moon
19:28 - 19:53 - Unknown
19:54 - 20:26 - Mel Tormé - Blue Moon

Aston Martin DB7 road test
33:20 - 33:34 - Georg Frideric Handel - Hallelujah
35:15 - 36:37 - Johann Pachelbel - Canon in D

Westfield XTR2 road and track test
51:34 - 52:33 [Intermittent] - Blur - There’s No Other Way
53:15 - 53:24 - Feeder - Buck Rogers
53:45 - 54:01 - Unknown (too quiet to identify)

· Total Tracks: 10
· Identified: 7 (70%)

S01E04
Aston Martin Vanquish road test
00:51 - 01:15 - Peter Sarstedt - Where Do You Go To (My Lovely?)
01:59 - 02:38 - Unknown
02:46 - 03:21 - Mercury Rev - The Dark Is Rising
04:06 - 04:26 - Gustav Holst - I Vow To Thee, My Country
05:47 - 06:05 - Doves - Sea Song
06:11 - 06:47 - Unknown
07:32 - 09:07 [Intermittent] - PropellerHeads - SpyBreak!
12:05 - 12:34 [Intermittent] - Boston - More Than a Feeling

Nissan Skyline GT-R Retrospective
18:15 - 18:34 - Unknown
18:35 - 19:09 - Unknown
19:15 - 19:37 - Unknown (same as 18:15 - 18:34)
19:45 - 20:56 [Intermittent] - Unknown (same as 18:35 - 19:09)

Saloon Grand Prix
45:48 - 46:22 - Unknown
46:23 - 47:45 - Unknown
47:53 - 48:34 - Unknown
48:48 - 49:43 - Unknown
50:19 - 50:33 - Unknown
50:42 - 51:39 - Rob Zombie - Dragula (Hot Rod Herman Mix)
51:54 - 52:36 - Kruder & Dorfmeister - Bug Powder Dust
54:03 - 55:00 [Intermittent] - Eagles - Hotel California

· Total Tracks: 18
· Identified: 9 (50%)

S01E05
Mercedes-Benz S-Class road test
01:04 - 01:40 - Rammstein - Ich Will
02:03 - 02:45 [Intermittent] - Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 5
07:25 - 07:34 - Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 5
08:29 - 09:46 [Intermittent] - Ludwig van Beethoven - Für Elise

Audi A8 road test
10:08 - 11:58 [Intermittent] - Ludwig van Beethoven - Ode to Joy

Maybach 62 road test
33:43 - 34:18 - Suede - Astrogirl
35:27 - 35:51 - Unknown
36:06 - 38:41 [Intermittent] - Suede - Streetlife
38:42 - 40:08 [Intermittent] - Suede - Astrogirl

Bentley Arnage T track test
45:32 - 46:06 - Henry Purcell - Trumpet Tune
46:07 - 46:13 - Sex Pistols - Anarchy in the UK
46:14 - 46:30 - Henry Purcell - Trumpet Tune
46:59 - 47:11 - Unknown
47:12 - 47:35 - Unknown
48:16 - 48:54 - Johann Strauss II - The Blue Danube Waltz
48:58 - 49:15 - Henry Purcell - Trumpet Tune
49:26 - 49:45 - Sex Pistols - Anarchy in the UK
50:50 - 51:27 [Intermittent] - Ronan Keating and Lulu - We’ve Got Tonight

· Total Tracks: 13 (likely more)
· Identified: 10 (77%)

S01E06
According to FinalGear, the song used throughout the Vel Satis segment was originally the Kurayamino mix of Rob Dougan - Clubbed to Death. Unfortunately, no such recordings of this segment with that music remain.

Honda NSX-R power lap
01:37 - 02:17 [Intermittent] - Ralph McTell - Streets of London

Grannies doing handbrake turns
12:11 - 12:38 [Intermittent] - Röyksopp - Eple

BMW Z4 road test
18:44 - 18:57 - Primal Scream - Accelerator
19:20 - 19:42 - Ry Cooder - Paris, Texas
19:43 - 19:58 - Unknown
20:35 - 20:52 - Röyksopp - So Easy
21:08 - 21:32 [Intermittent] - Small World - Livin’ Free
21:46 - 22:34 - Röyksopp - Röyksopp’s Night Out
22:35 - 22:40 - Unknown
23:00 - 23:13 - Doves - Words

Used VW Golfs
42:31 - 42:44 - Alan Price - Changes (retained in MTOD version)

Mercedes-Benz SL55 AMG track test and power lap
47:27 - 48:42 - The Future Sound of London - Everyone In This World Is Doing Something Without Me
49:08 - 49:35 - Coldplay - Clocks
50:10 - 50:21 - DJ Shadow - Mongrel…
50:56 - 51:43 - The Future Sound of London - Everyone In This World Is Doing Something Without Me
52:57 - 53:51 - The Future Sound of London - Everyone In This World Is Doing Something Without Me
56:19 - 56:44 [Intermittent] - Elton John - Don’t Go Breaking My Heart

· Total Tracks: 16 (likely more; including “Clubbed to Death”)
· Identified: 14 (88%)

S01E07
SAAB 9-3 road test
01:53 - 02:13 - Natalie Dessay & Delphine Haidan - Lakmé/Flower Duet
02:23 - 06:25 [Intermittent] - The Shining - Quicksilver
06:55 - 07:13 - Natalie Dessay & Delphine Haidan - Lakmé/Flower Duet

Peugeot RC unveiling
19:52 - 20:39 - Unknown

Ford Th!nk vs. Jason Dawe
24:34 - 24:36 - Gladys Knight & The Pips - Midnight Train to Georgia

Cars at a playground
26:57 - 29:42 [Intermittent] - Unknown
29:44 - 30:17 - The Chemical Brothers - Hey Boy Hey Girl

Lotus Elise track test
33:14 - 36:57 [Intermittent] - Unknown
39:51 - 40:30 [Intermittent] - Spandau Ballet - True

Fastest faith race
50:36 - 50:55 - Carl Orff - O Fortuna ~ Carmina Burana
51:32 - 52:37 [Intermittent] - Jesus Loves You - Bow Down Mister
52:44 - 53:16 - Unknown
53:31 - 53:47 - Unknown
53:54 - 54:04 - Unknown
54:56 - 54:59 - Unknown
55:02 - 55:18 - Monks of the Abbey of Notre Dame - De Ore Leonis

· Total Tracks: 15
· Identified: 8 (53%)

S01E08
Unfortunately, the most losses are on this episode. A sizable chunk is cut out of the first group road test on the BBC World version, though is still likely Orbit’s Landscape track, and nothing from the second half of the episode has ever been sourced. As a result, only the first half hour has its original soundtrack restored, for the most part.

Luxury saloon comparison test
02:21 - 03:15 - Unknown
03:47 - 06:05 [Intermittent] - William Orbit - In A Landscape
06:09 - 06:18 - Vex Red - The Closest
06:35 - 06:43 - William Orbit - In A Landscape
06:44 - 06:54 - Vex Red - The Closest
06:55 - 07:12 - Death in Vegas - Dirge
07:50 - 08:37 - Unknown
08:46 - 08:55 - Spooky - Lowest Common Denominator
09:03 - 09:24 - Death in Vegas - Dirge

Lada into Lotus
10:39 - 11:02 - Grimethorpe Colliery Band - Main Theme from “Chicken Run”
12:04 - 12:44 - State Anthem of the Russian Federation
12:47 - 13:42 - Elmer Bernstein - Main Theme from “The Great Escape”
29:04 - 29:51 - Grimethorpe Colliery Band - Main Theme from “Chicken Run”
31:51 - 32:36 - Eric Coates - The Dam Busters’ March

Supermini road tests
21:36 - 21:59 - Unknown
22:21 - 22:57 [Intermittent] - Unknown
22:58 - 24:06 [Intermittent] - St. Germain - Pont des Arts
24:07 - 25:20 - Milky - Just The Way You Are
25:21 - 26:27 - Kylie Minogue - More More More
26:34 - 28:28 [Intermittent] - John Lee Hooker - I Love You Honey

· Total Tracks: 16 (likely more)
· Identified: 12 (75%)

S01E09
People Carrier road tests
01:00 - 01:56 - Boards of Canada - Aquarius
03:56 - 05:20 - Röyksopp - Eple
06:17 - 06:41 - Badmarsh & Shri - Mountain Path
06:54 - 07:15 - Unknown
07:18 - 08:08 - Unknown
08:13 - 08:44 - The Beta Band - Brokenupadingdong
08:49 - 10:06 - Unknown
11:45 - 12:08 - Badmarsh & Shri - Mountain Path
12:22 - 12:46 - Vasari Singers - The Lamb
12:56 - 13:07 - Unknown (same as 8:49 - 10:06)

Subaru Forester off-road test
22:58 - 23:15 - Dirty Vegas - I Should Know
23:59 - 25:03 - The Prodigy - Narayan
25:15 - 25:45 - Dirty Vegas - I Should Know
27:01 - 27:25 - Dirty Vegas - I Should Know

Hot hatchback comparison test
45:56 - 48:01 [Intermittent] - Unknown (same as “unknown” track from E10’s TVR test)
48:20 - 49:18 - Unknown
49:19 - 49:45 - Unknown
49:51 - 50:08 - Unknown
50:39 - 51:13 - Unknown (same as 45:56 - 48:01)
51:59 - 52:15 [Intermittent] - Wham - Last Christmas

The Stig vs. a plane
55:00 - 56:57 - Unknown

· Total Tracks: 16 (likely more)
· Identified: 8 (50%)

S01E10
Once more, note that this episode did not require any edits to the audio channel as it somehow escaped “stockification”, as it were, for over 17 years prior to its eventual digitisation. However, a segment featuring a clip from The Spy Who Loved Me was cut out of the MTOD version for copyright reasons. As a result, all timestamps from 27:40 onwards are catered towards an extended version of the episode created by Phat_J, and will not match up with any other version. In order to translate these timestamps to an unmodified MTOD version, you need to subtract 1:32 from every timestamp beyond the aforementioned point.

Range-Rover off-road test
00:59 - 01:27 - Edward Elgar - Nimrod
02:01 - 02:42 - Capella Istropolitana - Galliard A 5
03:00 - 03:20 - Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 6: 1. Allegro ma non troppo
03:27 - 04:14 [Intermittent] - Johnny Hawksworth - Roobarb (Theme of “Roobarb and Custard”)
04:33 - 05:02 - John Cacavas - Bandits of the West
05:32 - 06:58 [Intermittent] - Edward Elgar - Nimrod
07:28 - 08:01 - Capella Istropolitana - I. Prelude
08:02 - 09:14 [Intermittent] - Amilcare Ponchielli - Dance of the Hours
09:37 - 09:57 - Edward Elgar - Nimrod

German track cars
16:42 - 16:46 - Unknown
18:01 - 18:31 [Intermittent] - Unknown (same as 16:42 - 16:46)

Cheap used cars
23:33 - 27:02 [Intermittent throughout] - The Beloved - The Sun Rising
25:01 - 25:25 - Unknown

Lotus Esprit track test
27:55 - 27:59 - Marvin Hamlisch - Ride to Atlantis
28:00 - 28:13 - Marvin Hamlisch - Bond ‘77
29:12 - 29:27 - David Essex - Hold Me Close
29:28 - 29:50 - Unknown
30:12 - 31:22 - Unknown
31:49 - 32:06 - Unknown (same as 29:28 - 29:50)
32:24 - 32:41 - Unknown (same as 29:28 - 29:50)
35:36 - 35:58 - Samuel Barber - Adagio for Strings

TVR T350C road & track test
42:24 - 43:12 - Ry Cooder - Paris, Texas
43:37 - 44:25 - The Cardigans - My Favourite Game
44:54 - 45:52 - Unknown

Fastest faith race
Note: it’s likely some of these tracks are stock, as they sound generic and are simply used to stereotype each religion. It is perhaps why this episode has been left alone.
49:02 - 49:20 - Carl Orff - O Fortuna ~ Carmina Burana
49:21 - 50:03 - Unknown
50:28 - 50:53 - Unknown
50:54 - 51:35 - Unknown
51:41 - 52:17 - Unknown (same as 29:28 - 29:50)

Epilogue
54:11 - 57:13 - Black Sabbath - Paranoid

· Total Tracks: 24
· Identified: 16 (67%)
