
Original Top Gear Series 40-45 (1998-2002) Documentation
for the Top Gear Complete Collection v3

In the episode completeness measurements, missing portions of the cold openings, as well as intros and outros are not taken into account.
Series 40
The switch to widescreen broadcasting brought a brand new look and a bassed-up theme tune to Top Gear. This was Jeremy Clarkson’s final series of the original run, and also featured the final appearances of other classic presenters, such as Michele Newman and Tony Mason, while also marking the end of BBC’s rally coverage. Andy Wilman’s presenting role increased throughout the series, with Adrian Chiles and Richard Porter also appearing in one-off segments. Vicki Butler-Henderson also cemented her role in the Top Gear crew, appearing alongside the other main presenters in the Car of the Year feature, following her absence in the previous year.

[bookmark: _d7zyuf8xc46l]S40E01 – 10.09.1998 – COMPLETE (27:53)

Jeremy Clarkson starts off the new series by driving the highly-anticipated Ford Focus, the successor to the Ford Escort. Quentin Willson shows how you can save a fortune by importing cars from Japan, while Andy Wilman attends a classic car show for nudists in Wisconsin. And Tiff Needell pits the brand-new Aston Martin DB7 GT up against a jet fighter flown by Vicki Butler-Henderson.

[bookmark: _wddndgs21yni]S40E02 – 17.09.1998 – COMPLETE (28:51)

Following the sale of Bentley, Jeremy Clarkson examines Volkswagen’s take on the British luxury car, and pits it against the rivals. Quentin Willson finds a car for a 1000 pounds, and Vicki Butler-Henderson finds out if the Peugeot 206 is a worthy successor to the 205. Steve Berry goes down memory lane to tell the tale of the Chevies from the 50s.

[bookmark: _a3kgedmd2ugs]S40E03 – 24.09.1998 – COMPLETE (29:07)

Jeremy Clarkson hunts the fox in a plethora of off-roaders, to find which one is most fit for the job. Quentin Willson reports on the latest finds in crash-test research, and Tiff Needell covers the exciting return of Goodwood and joins in the racing fun.

[bookmark: _19ssfzzhdkzw]S40E04 – 01.10.1998 – COMPLETE (28:28)

Jeremy tests the Honda Accord, a car of the elderly, and brings out its tuned up offspring to trial a ‘new presenter’ coming to the show. Quentin Willson attends the Geneva Motor Show to bring the latest in motoring concepts and innovations, while Michele Newman takes on the topic of car seat comfort. Tiff Needell drives the updated Land Rover Discovery.

[bookmark: _3mzr16sb9jmo]S40E05 – 08.10.1998 – COMPLETE (29:33)

Tiff Needell delves beyond the fabulous design of the Alfa Romeo 166. Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the tiny Smart car, and Steve Berry compares some bikes. Andy Wilman takes a look at the world of campervans, from the smallest to the biggest.

[bookmark: _mux35ybwigj4]S40E06 – 15.10.1998 – ALMOST COMPLETE (28:05 of 29:22)

Following the withdrawal of the rollover-prone Mercedes A-Class, Jeremy Clarkson retests the updated version and scrutinises the changes. Meanwhile, Vicki Butler-Henderson goes on holiday to the south of France, where she gets to drive a Formula One car, and Tony Mason finds out the secrets of restoring classic cars.

Almost complete, available as a separate scene: Quentin Willson tries out some budget used hot hatches.

[bookmark: _3ithstf2yq93]S40E07 – 22.10.1998 – COMPLETE (29:36)

Top Gear goes to the British International Motor Show. Two important upcoming cars, the Rover 75 and the Jaguar S-Type are given the limelight. Tiff Needell sees if the all-wheel-drive Porsche Carrera performs better than the good old regular version. Vicki Butler-Henderson sees how Caterham engineers do their jobs, and the presenters stop by various interesting concept cars and new models at the show.

[bookmark: _vl7j59ap642b]S40E08 – 29.10.1998 – COMPLETE (29:05)

Jeremy Clarkson reviews the Ford Cougar, the bigger brother of Top Gear’s beloved Puma, and pits it against a personal favourite of his, the Alfa Romeo GTV. Tiff Needell takes part in a bizarre Austin Metro banger race, while Quentin Willson tests the sensible Volvo S80. Andy Wilman checks out some extravagant stretch limos in Los Angeles, and Vicki Butler-Henderson takes the Dare DZ on a quick spin.

[bookmark: _1d921hbg3yui]S40E09 – 05.11.1998 – COMPLETE (29:11)

Jeremy Clarkson drives the new generation Golf GTi, and compares it to other hot hatches. Quentin Willson flies over airfields full of new unsold cars and gives some car buying advice. Steve Berry meets the man who makes a living taping American scrapyards, while Tiff Needell goes racing again, in a touring car event.
[bookmark: _3qquzaxr7k3q]
S40E10 – 02.11.1998 – COMPLETE (28:34)
Jeremy Clarkson tests on the new Audi TT, the debut sports car from the manufacturer. Meanwhile, money man Adrian Chiles gives tips on car purchase loans and rent-to-buy schemes, and Steve Berry drives a plethora of motorcycles. Quentin Willson checks out a little electric car from the past, and Tiff Needell reviews the Vauxhall Frontera.

[bookmark: _cwvlwxl3sqbv]S40E11 – 19.11.1998 – INCOMPLETE (24:42 of 29:21)

Jeremy Clarkson gets surprised by the V8 Seville STS from Cadillac, an attempt to bring back the marque to Britain. Quentin Willson checks out some special edition cars and Steve Berry goes to Spain to test the Seat Toledo, while Tony Mason and Tiff Needell report on the rebranded Network Q rally by remembering its roots.

Incomplete: Quentin Willson investigates the dodgy profession of ambulance chasers.

[bookmark: _z66cmk9059b5]S40E12 – 26.11.1998 – COMPLETE (28:51)
Billion Dollar Benz
Tiff Needell admires a millionaires’ favourite, the road legal version of the Mercedes CLK Le Mans racer. Quentin Willson showcases some used car bargains, and Steve Berry tests the Jeep Grand Cherokee in the US. Meanwhile, Jeremy Clarkson clears up the confusing topic of car accessories.

[bookmark: _xa81igaediia]S40E13 – 03.12.1998 – COMPLETE (29:18)

Vicki Butler-Henderson falls in love with the TVR Cerbera Speed Six, and Quentin Willson informs about the danger of cut-and-shut motors. Steve Berry tests the Suzuki Jimny, the cheap and cheerful successor of the SJ. Tony Mason looks back at post-war British cars, built to be exported to the states, and Richard Porter checks out the Subaru Legacy.

[bookmark: _srhk5a9zfjx8]S40E14 – 10.12.1998 – INCOMPLETE (22:58 of 29:03)

Quentin Willson gets away from his usual second hand motors for once to test the luxurious Mercedes S Class. Vicki Butler-Henderson reports on a Rolls-Royce banger racing event in Essex, and Tiff Needell tests the new BMW M Coupe, while Steve Berry remembers the coupes from the 70s.

Missing: Michelle Newman reports on small cars.

[bookmark: _4sj8wmkcnd3s]S40E15 – 17.12.1998 – COMPLETE (29:15)

The Top Gear team try their hardest to match last year’s winner, the Ford Puma, in the Car of the Year awards for 1998. Steve Berry goes all American yet again and tests the Chrysler Pronto Cruiser, and Vicki Butler-Henderson enrolls in a racing school. For the series finale, the presenters imagine a grim future life in an anti-car dystopia.

[bookmark: _eqks7ztzb2ov]S40E16 – 21.12.1998 – INCOMPLETE (24:13 of 29:03)
Special: Blood, Salt & Tears. 100 Years of the Land Speed Record

In this documentary special, Tiff Needell tells the complete tale of the hunt for the land speed record.
Series 41
The departure of Jeremy Clarkson resulted in a rather haphazardly-put together series, resulting in the delay from 18th February to 18th March, and the hiring of former Autocar journalist and the presenter of Channel 4’s Driven, James May, as well as motoring enthusiast Brendan Coogan and Julia Bradbury. All of the new presenters stayed only for a single series. Michele Newman left Top Gear for series 3 of ITV’s Pulling Power, and Tony Mason also left the show, afterwards providing the voiceover for the Mobil 1 Rally Championship video game.

[bookmark: _mwx9kyxsccch]S41E01 – 18.03.1999 – INCOMPLETE (26:57 of 29:18)

New recruit James May test-drives the Rover 75, an important milestone for Rover and its future. Vicki Butler-Henderson thrashes the Lotus Elise 111S, while Tiff Needell tries to break the British land speed record in the McLaren F1.

Incomplete: Quentin Willson and Julia Bradbury visit the Geneva Motor Show to see the latest gadgets, concepts, and upcoming cars out the latest in the world motoring.

[bookmark: _tgzm39mpex7t]S41E02 – 25.03.1999 – COMPLETE (28:24)

Quentin Willson goes to Holland as part of the programme's campaign to expose Britain's unreasonably high car prices, while Tiff Needell takes to the road in the facelifted Vauxhall Vectra, and tries to spot the differences from the original version. Brendan Coogan checks out some kit cars, and James May does the business in a Jaguar S-Type, a new rendition of the popular 60s model. 

[bookmark: _d0ovn2yzbu0a]S41E03 – 01.04.1999 – INCOMPLETE (25:07 of 28:56)

Quentin Willson remembers the legendary Lancia Delta Integrale. James May drives the Yaris, Toyota's new supermini, which contains a plethora of surprises, and pits it against the competition with the help of Julia Bradbury. Quentin Willson follows a car buyer on his search for the perfect motor, in the first of a new segment of the show. Meanwhile, Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the Peugeot 306 Rallye on the track.

Missing: Tiff Needell reports on cup holders.

[bookmark: _x7uiv2hpys1c]S41E04 – 08.04.1999 – INCOMPLETE (24:28 of 28:58)

Brendan Coogan visits 'Bickers Action' to see how movie stunts are filmed.

Almost complete: Quentin Willson and Julia Bradbury present the annual Top Gear customer satisfaction survey. Tiff Needell takes the supercharged Jaguar XK150 sportscar, one of only two in existence, for a trip around Silverstone. 

[bookmark: _7actacs0eac9]S41E05 – 15.04.1999 – INCOMPLETE (25:04 of 28:44)

Quentin Willson dives deep into the world of people carriers, meanwhile, James May gets a pleasant surprise from the Lexus IS200 sports saloon, coming from the luxury division of the commonly dull Toyota.

Almost complete: Tiff Needell takes to the track in two four-door supercars, fun on the track and regular roads alike: the Mitsubishi Evo V and the Subaru Impreza 22B. 

Incomplete: Comedian Steve Punt searches for comedic cars.  

[bookmark: _euzp2ffffqff]S41E06 – 22.04.1999 – COMPLETE (29:02)

Quentin Willson tests Vauxhall’s innovative contribution to the MPV sector and later continues his series of items offering help and advice to individuals who have the cash, but not the knowledge, to buy a bargain. Steve Berry tests out Suzuki’s new Hayabusa, while Vicki Butler-Henderson examines how the Austin Maestro has come back after being decommissioned. Andy Wilman reports on the American Silver State Classic, and James May says happy tenth birthday to a little Japanese roadster that sparked the revival of affordable sports cars, the Mazda MX-5.

[bookmark: _1ewdfd4e0xfe]S41E07 – 29.04.1999 – COMPLETE (29:23)

Tiff Needell test-drives a new British sports car, the Noble M10, which gives near supercar performance. Quentin Willson takes on car arson crime, and, at an auction selling hundreds of ex-police cars, also recommends the surprisingly good buy. Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the Honda HR-V, James May drives Volkswagen’s little Lupo, and Brendan Coogan informs about speed cameras.

[bookmark: _d7vk30yh0g3g]S41E08 – 06.05.1999 – COMPLETE (29:33)

Tiff Needell tests the long-awaited successor to the 205 GTi, the Peugeot 206 GTi. Quentin Willson drives the classic Jaguar E-Type and the Eagle E-Type, as well as narrating the next instalment in the used car buyer series. Julia Bradbury looks at a bunch of unusual alternatives to superminis. Meanwhile, Steve Berry reports from the Isle of Man on the progress of motorbike trials.

[bookmark: _6kbk80ity0h1]S41E09 – 13.05.1999 – COMPLETE (29:04)

Tiff Needell drives Honda's replacement for the sporty NSX, the S2000, to find out whether it lives up to expectations, while Quentin Willson gives tips on getting a Bentley Turbo-R for a bottom dollar. Brendan Coogan looks at lending your car to star on TV, and Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the latest Mitsubishi Evo VI. Meanwhile, James May looks into Euro NCAP and what they’re doing to boost car safety.

[bookmark: _eohh0vymfzhs]S41E10 – 20.05.1999 – COMPLETE (29:05)

Tiff Needell is in Italy to test the fast and luxurious yet user-friendly new Ferrari Modena coupe. Quentin Willson goes to Amsterdam to pick up his cut price Rover 200, while Vicki Butler-Henderson does a lap in the tuned up Australian Holden HSV GTS. Meanwhile, James May meets racing circuit boss Tom Wheatcroft, who couldn’t live without a Bugatti Royale, and as such built a replica. Plus, Brendan Coogan goes to a Toyota factory to see how the cars are built.

[bookmark: _jbklfx643irh]S41E11 – 27.05.1999 – COMPLETE (28:09)

Quentin Willson tests the quiet and economical hybrid-powered Toyota Prius, while Vicki Butler-Henderson reports on the complete opposite – the latest Lamborghini Diablo.  Ferrari fanatic and lead singer of top pop band Jamiroquai, Jay Kay, seeks to prove his worth as a potential Top Gear presenter by joining Tiff Needell to test the most powerful Aston Martin ever built. James May and Julia Bradbury group-test convertibles, to find the ultimate one.

[bookmark: _d1lkprtn0zdz]S41E12 – 03.06.1999 – COMPLETE (29:19)

[bookmark: _pcsvzjyhgrqe]Tiff Needell flexes the muscles of the mighty BMW M5, with its 400-brake horsepower, 5-litre V8 engine, and assesses its chances against the opposition of the Jaguar XJR and Mercedes E55. Brendan Coogan finds out the truth about ‘cruising’ in the West Country, while James May is in America to sample some startling concept cars from Chrysler, including the Dodge Charger R/T and the Citadel. Meanwhile, Vicki Butler-Henderson visits a Jaguar XK120 show.
Series 42
After James, Brendan, and Julia left the show, the format of Top Gear received an update. For the first time since William Woollard’s tenure, newcomer nature presenter Kate Humble joined Quentin Willson to become the ‘main presenters’ of the show, also commonly appearing in links between segments throughout the episodes, frequently reporting on a single topic in fragments throughout the episode.

[bookmark: _dqg0wpvofbpb]S42E01 – 09.09.1999 – COMPLETE (29:00)

New presenter Kate Humble joins Quentin Willson to look at the future of motoring: will cars be floating on air, or be powered by recycled vegetables? Tiff Needell drives the new Porsche 911 GT3 around a track, and Quentin also gives tips for buying your first car, as well as finding bargain motors without going to Mainland Europe.

[bookmark: _a8t1tot35fn8]S42E02 – 16.09.1999 – COMPLETE (29:18)

Kate Humble and Quentin Willson consider the current state of the market for 4x4 vehicles. Quentin also brings the latest car news from the Frankfurt Motor Show, and Vicki Butler-Henderson drives the latest Audi TT Roadster. Tiff Needell reports on the Coys International Historic Festival at Silverstone as well as hitting the track himself, and Kate visits the Royal College of Art to find out about car design.

[bookmark: _ej6b4i8pctj]S42E03 – 23.09.1999 – COMPLETE (28:32)

Kate Humble and Quentin Willson take to the streets on the Mediterranean island of Ibiza to road-test Seat's eponymous hatchback, the Seat Ibiza 20VT and ask the clubbers to give their verdict. Tiff Needell drives the Maserati 3200GT, Quentin reports on the controversial topic of car sharing lanes, as well as driving the latest Chrysler Neon. Vicki Butler-Henderson asks known people what they listen to when they drive, and British Touring Car Championship winners are put through their paces on the high street, as Vicki visits a track day in Norfolk.

[bookmark: _ereyhugaq5ut]S42E04 – 30.09.1999 – COMPLETE (29:03)

Quentin Willson gets behind the wheel of the Aston Martin Vantage, while Kate Humble visits Aston's workshop, where the cars are still built by hand. Vicki Butler-Henderson road-tests the fashionable yellow Porsche Boxster, and there's a look at very small cars with big aspirations – Vicki checks out radio controlled racing. Tiff Needell investigates why some places in the country have higher driving test pass rates than other parts of the country.

[bookmark: _u7j16jvcuk7j]S42E05 – 07.10.1999 – COMPLETE (28:50)

Quentin Willson and Kate Humble delve into the world of alternative fuels, as Kate tries convincing Quentin to consider diesels as a valid alternative fuel option over petrol. Tiff Needell tests the fire-breathing Nissan Skyline GT-R R34, while Vicki Butler-Henderson puts the Audi S3 up against the BMW 328ci, as well as reporting on the rising popularity of the grey-area go-peds. Plus, Quentin gives a guide on buying a new car from the showrooms.

[bookmark: _b8jhxr7iiccm]S42E06 – 14.10.1999 – COMPLETE (28:44)

Tiff Needell previews the new Formula One circuit in Sepang, Malaysia and also tests the new Lotus-developed Proton GTi. Quentin Willson and Kate Humble, meanwhile, pay tribute to the much-loved Mini. Vicki Butler-Henderson drives the latest Toyota Celica, Quentin reports on anti car-theft gadgets, and investigates the existence of loyalty cards – are they any better than just looking out for cheaper fuel around the country?

[bookmark: _whf7p5oiilz0]S42E07 – 21.10.1999 – ALMOST COMPLETE (28:32 of 28:44)

Quentin Willson and Kate Humble report from the London Motor Show at Earls Court, where Rover's new model is unveiled, and showcase the latest in motoring inventions. Quentin also drives the new Punto from the 100 year old Fiat, and Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the Volkswagen Polo as well as its GTi version. Meanwhile, Tiff Needell races around in the lightweight Caterham Seven. 

[bookmark: _nl569m7pknew]S42E08 – 21.10.1999 – INCOMPLETE (25:42 of 28:44)

Quentin Willson and Kate Humble investigate company-car culture, look back at how it was in the past, and showcase the trendiest cars from the present. Quentin also gives tips on maintaining a car’s resale value, and joins Tiff Needell to test cheaper alternatives to the fast but expensive Nissan Skyline to see if they’re as fun to drive. 

Incomplete: Kate meets car builder Andy Saunders from Dorset, who has built a crazy concept car from the 50s.

[bookmark: _ux0v29ushba]S42E09 – 11.11.1999 – COMPLETE (28:26)

Kate Humble and Quentin Willson make an assessment on city cars, to find the ultimate one. Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson see if cheap and expensive car tyres have any difference in performance. Tiff also reports on the Classic Car Show in Birmingham, while Kate drives the all-new Skoda Fabia. Meanwhile, Quentin investigates the controversial scheme to ban cars from the Oxford city centre. 

[bookmark: _8wqsw4caho9]S42E10 – 18.11.1999 – COMPLETE (28:44)

Tonight’s show explores executive cars that don’t break the bank, as well as reports on the interesting motoring policies set in Singapore, which result in having next to no traffic jams. Kate Humble drives the Fiat Multipla, while Vicki Butler-Henderson becomes a teenager again, as she drives the new Ford Fiesta.

[bookmark: _x1onwzp8v9cs]S42E11 – 25.11.1999 – COMPLETE (28:43)

The Top Gear team theme the episode around the premiere of the latest James Bond film, ‘The World is Not Enough’, as Quentin Willson reveals the exciting yet life-saving evasive driving tactics seen commonly on the big screen. Tiff Needell drives the new Chevrolet Camaro Z28, an updated version of the 60s original. Vicki Butler-Henderson reports on the brand-new service to help people under the influence return back home at night and test-drives the BMW X5. Kate Humble visits a collector of cars from famous movies and shows, as well as gives a guide on purchasing cars on the internet.

[bookmark: _8hn3o7aseykk]S42E12 – 02.12.1999 – COMPLETE (28:32)

Kate Humble and Quentin Willson look at the views of bargains to be had in the world of classic cars, as they reach rock bottom money at auctions. Tiff Needell tries a diesel-powered rally-spec Golf and later tells the tale of the road-going version of the Porsche 911 GT1, as Kate tests the new dual-fuel Honda Insight. Vicki Butler-Henderson gives her retrospective on the AMC Pacer.

[bookmark: _ctphbt1qghqs]S42E13 – 09.12.1999 – COMPLETE (28:48)

Kate Humble and Quentin Willson give a comprehensive guide to buying cheap convertibles – they might be cold in winter, but they’re cheap. Vicki Butler-Henderson test-drives the new Renault Sport Clio, and Tiff Needell takes a nostalgic look at the Lotus Sunbeam. Kate gives some Christmas gift ideas for the motorist.

[bookmark: _m09clqz3y89v]S42E14 – 16.12.1999 – COMPLETE (28:49)
Special: 21 Years of Top Gear

[bookmark: _49rixh659g92][bookmark: _alfqs833h5ng]Former Top Gear presenters, including Jeremy Clarkson, Noel Edmonds, Chris Goffey, Angela Rippon and William Woollard, join the current team to celebrate the programme's 21st birthday and recall some favourite items and tense moments spanning two decades of motoring reports during the show’s lifetime.
Series 43
The start of series 43 meant a few changes, with the most prominent ones being the axing of the ‘presenter duo’ format following S43E02. Tiff and Vicki’s role in the show increased, with them appearing in even more sports cars, supercars, and racing-related segments, featuring less consumer-oriented segments.

[bookmark: _22z25d2h7wbx]S43E01 – 20.01.2000 – COMPLETE (29:08)

The series returns after a short break with an all-American edition from Las Vegas and Los Angeles. Tiff Needell test-drives the new Shelby Series 1 and talks to the car's creator, Carroll Shelby. Plus a night-vision Cadillac and an appraisal of the new Ford F-150 Lightning. Quentin and Kate look at some American off-roaders and hot rods, and then, later, Kate checks out some car art.

[bookmark: _2ahl53lutfsa]S43E02 – 27.01.2000 – COMPLETE (28:51)

With the arrival of the Rover 75, 45 and 25, Quentin Willson and Kate Humble investigate the state of Rover. Tiff Needell with the help of rally driver Mark Higgins test cars of various engine placement configurations, from the front-engine cars, to mid-engined and rear-engined cars, eventually resting on the BMW M Roadster as the victor. Vicki Butler-Henderson test drives the Ariel Atom, a stripped-down British sports car with enough power to turn your face into mush.

[bookmark: _sdhg6y1l2dt9]S43E03 – 03.02.2000 – COMPLETE (28:51)

Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson group test a basket of hot hatchbacks, eventually putting the last two through a strenuous workout by racing each other. Quentin drives the Jaguar Mark X, Vicki drives the Volvo V70 estate in Sweden, and DJ Judge Jules guides on choosing the right sound system for your car.

[bookmark: _ahngysr7d5c9]S43E04 – 10.02.2000 – COMPLETE (29:26)
Special: Top Gear Awards 2000

Following the significantly increased influx in new cars produced in 1999, with price, specification and variety of various shapes and sizes, the Top Gear team has come to the rescue by going through virtually every new car on the market and shortlisting the best to come out of the last millennium, through the first ever Top Gear Awards. The awards are for the ‘best driver’s car’, ‘best dream car’, ‘best car advert’, ‘best family car’, ‘best product placement’, ‘best executive car’, and the main course being Top Gear’s ‘car of the year’ for 1999, as well as the ‘best Top Gear item’, chosen by the viewers through a phone-in lasting the first three weeks of the series.
[bookmark: _kk6hvv5gzeqm]
S43E05 – 17.02.2000 – COMPLETE (28:41)

With the rising popularity of coupes, Vicki Butler-Henderson and Quentin Willson group test second hand coupes that have as much cachet as the Honda NSX. Kate Humble goes to Morocco to drive the Renault Scenic RX4, Vicki reports on the rising popularity of Formula Student Racing, Tiff drives the latest Ford Racing Puma, and Quentin reports on Oxford’s Transport Strategy.

[bookmark: _1vsez0se0p4j]S43E06 – 24.02.2000 – COMPLETE (28:40)

Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson explore the wonderful world of Italian cars, as they drive the fanciest in motoring exotica from the country. Meanwhile, Quentin tests three second-hand German performance cars, as well as reports on new car prices, while Kate drives a trike with a jet engine, and tests two cars that have the performance, but lack the looks to match, the stealth cars.

[bookmark: _ce5px9sxbp7w]S43E07 – 02.03.2000 – COMPLETE (29:01)

Quentin Willson assesses high-performance estate cars with Tiff Needell, while Vicki Butler-Henderson goes bonkers in James Bond’s latest box-of-tricks, the BMW Z8. Plus, a report on the Geneva Motor Show, Quentin drives Britain’s forgotten supercar of the 60s, the AC 428, and Kate Humble test drives the new Nissan Almera.

[bookmark: _709n0gg232o8]S43E08 – 09.03.2000 – COMPLETE (28:48)

The team mark the 20th anniversary of the Audi Quattro and test a 1985 model against a Mitsubishi Evo 6. Kate goes off-roading in a 2CV. Vicki compares FWD, 4WD and RWD cars, meanwhile Tiff takes a look at some modernised Morris Minors. Quentin gives a guide on avoiding buying cars by their badge, through providing examples of badly made cars from such prestigious marques.

[bookmark: _azhx2c2wwgrb]S43E09 – 16.03.2000 – COMPLETE (29:24)

With the British car industry being nearly extinct, Tiff Needell and Quentin Willson perform a comprehensive search for the ultimate British sports car, testing them from various generations of their existence, from the Jaguar E-Type, to the unhinged ‘beach buggy’ Lotus 340R. Kate Humble and Vicki Butler-Henderson have a ‘girls day out’, as Kate learns how to thrash a Honda Integra Type-R and a Porsche Boxster S on a disused airfield, while Quentin Willson guides through buying cars for ‘rock bottom money’ on an auction. Tiff Needell tests the Lexus RX300 in Nevada, while Vicki tests three ‘warm’ hatchbacks.

[bookmark: _mojz46lv9j49]S43E10 – 23.03.2000 – ALMOST COMPLETE (28:18 of 29:09)

Vicki Butler-Henderson drives the Volkswagen Caravelle van, Quentin gives his updated guide on buying a used car, while Tiff enjoys an AC Cobra Mk4 replica, as well as the all-singing all-dancing Toyota MR2 Spyder. 

Almost complete: Quentin Willson and Kate Humble search for the ultimate medium-sized hatchback, that’s practical enough to become a family car.

[bookmark: _6b0ex4sz5ow4]S43E11 – 30.03.2000 – COMPLETE (29:09)

Following the popularity of performance tuning, Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson explore such topic to great lengths, by testing out the Ford Focus T230 and the Autodelta Alfa Romeo 156, and then trying out modified vehicles by enthusiasts alike, with the ‘best to last’ being the Gemballa 911 GTR 600. Kate Humble drives a Mini Cooper and a Volkswagen Lupo Sport, while Vicki reports on the Easytrack Airfield Day, where anyone can thrash their cars (after a substantial entry fee) on a disused airfield. Quentin Willson gives a retrospective on the Bristol 411, the symbol of ‘class, gentility and graciousness’, while Tiff tests three cars, which have BMW M5 performance, for under £30,000.

[bookmark: _im7zap7mleeo]S43E12 – 06.04.2000 – COMPLETE (28:43)

Vicki Butler-Henderson tests the new Mitsubishi Shogun and goes head to head against Kate Humble in a top-of-the-range Land Rover Discovery in a battle of the four-by-fours. Quentin Willson has advice on buying second-hand off-roaders. Kate is taught by rally driver Mark Higgins how to drive a rally car through a rally stage. Quentin reports on fuel prices in the UK.

[bookmark: _h87navdca4ni]S43E13 – 13.04.2000 – COMPLETE (29:27)

Top Gear reveals the well-awaited results of the R-registration JD Power car satisfaction survey, filled by over 24,000 British motorists, with highlights for the top ten, and the bottom ten. Plus, Tiff tests the British Army’s Mk3 Supercat with 6x6 capability, Vicki goes racing in a Ginetta G27 at Oulton Park, and Kate Humble tests the new Volkswagen Polo.

[bookmark: _jg7aeqaleu7k]S43E14 – 20.04.2000 – COMPLETE (29:28)

The success of the Subaru Impreza in rallying has spawned a massive sensation being ‘the Subaru phenomenon’ – Tiff and Vicki provide a comprehensive look into the phenomenon, and later feature a hair-raising race between the Prodrive-tuned Subaru Impreza and the Mitsubishi Evo VI. Vicki has a chat with Lewis Hamilton, a 14 year old go-kart racing driver who is associated with McLaren’s Driver Support Programme, and Kate Humble drives a tarted-up Suzuki Vitara, named ‘The Predator’. Vicki drives the Ford Fiesta Zetec S.

[bookmark: _tgk53u8sh9i2]S43E15 – 27.04.2000 – COMPLETE (29:28)

With the rising demand for stylish Italian cars of the past, Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson delve into the world of Italian cars of such refinement, which could best be described as ‘bordering on the bizarre’. Hard on the heels of Sunday's British Grand Prix at Silverstone, Vicki takes a ride in an Arrows Formula One racing car, while Tiff drives the legendary Lotus Carlton and tells the story of its infamy. 

[bookmark: _otvl118swqot]S43E16 – 04.05.2000 – COMPLETE (29:02)

Tiff Needell test-drives Jaguar's latest Formula One car on the track in Barcelona, while Quentin Willson offers tips on buying the marque's sixties classic – the E-Type. Vicki Butler-Henderson gives a comprehensive guide on choosing the right engine enhancement, whether turbocharging would tempt you, or Honda’s mighty VTEC system, while Kate Humble drives the ‘brick-styled’ Vauxhall Agila. Plus, Quentin drives the pensioner’s favourite, the Hyundai XG30.

[bookmark: _x7vqjiatzjng]S43E17 – 18.05.2000 – COMPLETE (28:58)

Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson group test a selection of roadsters, to decide which would be the ultimate roadster of them all. Quentin Willson takes a look at the new Ford Transit, and later drives the well-awaited Vauxhall Astra Coupe, meanwhile Kate Humble gets punished by the BBC executives and test drives the woeful Honda Logo. Plus, Quentin asks the public what they think about the state of Rover and the Rover Longbridge factory, notably featuring known figures, like money man Adrian Chiles, styling gurus Wayne Hemingway and Stephen Bayley, and EasyJet founder Stellios Haji-Ioannou.

[bookmark: _gbflb2gv8fgi]S43E18 – 25.05.2000 – COMPLETE (29:53)

[bookmark: _s1l7pixfs1aa]To close the series, the team chooses their favourite luxury cars, of various shapes, sizes, prices and levels of performance. Tiff drives ‘Trevor’ – the TVR Tuscan Speed Six, while Vicki delves into Coys auctions, where money is no object, when it comes to bidding for the fanciest of cars, as well as Quentin becomes a chauffeur for a day, as he enjoys the pleasures of driving the Rolls-Royce Corniche. As well as that, Tiff takes the new Porsche 911 Turbo for a spin on Millbrook’s Proving Grounds, where he broke the fastest average speed record in a McLaren F1.
Series 44
In the new series, the only remaining main presenters were just Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson (as well as Andy Wilman doing the occasional segment), due to Quentin Willson leaving Top Gear to focus on personal projects, while Kate Humble left to focus on nature programming. This led to the subsequent hiring of former lead host of Channel 4’s Driven, Jason Barlow, and promotion of the young Top Gear researcher Adrian Simpson, who was put up against Richard Hammond, the Men and Motors presenter. Simpson became eligible for presenting Top Gear after he successfully got a screen test thanks to Mike Brewer, who met him in Morocco during filming of the Renault Scenic RX4 road test. Following the changes in the lineup, the show’s graphics, design and aesthetics were updated, and ‘mini tests’ from earlier series were reintroduced in the shape of Top Gear Verdict, reminiscent of the Driven 100 scoring. introduced a few months prior to Jason leaving Driven.

[bookmark: _td71u47hxcd2]S44E01 – 07.09.2000 – COMPLETE (29:09)

The motoring show returns, with new presenters Jason Barlow and Adrian Simpson joining the team. There's a road-test of the new Audi A2, a look at 17 cars set to re-define the market, and Tiff Needell goes head-to-head with Formula One's Jenson Button in the new BMW 330d up against the 330i. Plus, the Top Gear Verdict gets introduced for the first time, with Adrian Simpson giving his verdict on the Seat Alhambra diesel, as well as Vicki giving a full assessment on the Ferrari 360 Spider, and later, also getting to grips with combine harvester racing. 

[bookmark: _e8ddc5xs9bs]S44E02 – 14.09.2000 – COMPLETE (28:42)

Jason Barlow investigates ways of buying a car, from dealerships to the internet and importing from abroad. Tiff Needell races the GT version of the Lotus Elise and looks at a road version of the sports car – the Lotus Exige. Plus, Jason puts the new Mercedes C-Class up against the BMW 3-Series and Vicki drives the muscle-bound Australian Holden. Adrian gives his verdict on the Mercedes-Benz ML270 CDi, while Jason unveils the new BMW-owned Mini Cooper and the new generation Ford Mondeo.

[bookmark: _j8pivocfsst9]S44E03 – 21.09.2000 – COMPLETE (28:11)

Vicki Butler-Henderson finds out why the motoring world is talking about the new Vauxhall VX220. Meanwhile, Tiff Needell proves that the Audi RS4 estate is definitely not boring. Jason drives the Chrysler PT Cruiser, Andy Wilman reports on motorway service meals, and Adrian gives a guide on buying used cars with an emphasis on value for money.

[bookmark: _gvzkrks2t7f2]S44E04 – 28.09.2000 – COMPLETE (29:20)

Tiff Needell looks at British sports cars in Anglesey, while Vicki Butler-Henderson reaches for the convertible hood in some upmarket machines from Mercedes, Saab and BMW. Jason Barlow test drives the new Peugeot 607, Andy reports on the atmosphere-calming ‘Feng Shui’, Adrian gives his verdict on the Volvo S40 T4, and Jason reports on the latest news from the car world.

[bookmark: _k85hllbopbg6]S44E05 – 05.10.2000 – COMPLETE (28:52)

Inspired by the Olympic Games ongoing then in Sydney, Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson organized Fuelympics, meant to show the best performing type of fuel used in a vehicle, pitting petrol and diesel up against hybrid, electric and LPG. Adrian Simpson gives his Top Gear Verdict on the Volkswagen Golf 4-Motion. Jason drives the latest Vauxhall Corsa, and road tests two estates with offroad capabilities, the Audi Allroad and the Volvo V70 Cross Country. Plus, a report on the latest cars shown at the Paris Motor Show.

[bookmark: _enjhflwq7rck]S44E06 – 12.10.2000 – COMPLETE (28:42)

Jason Barlow road-tests the new Ford Mondeo, Vicki tests three cut-price stylish coupes and Tiff Needell revels in the power of one of the last Aston Martin V8s. Adrian gives his verdict on the Volvo V70 T5 SE, Andy interviews Jaguar’s former test driver, Norman Dewis, to find out how dangerous test driving can be, and the Top Gear Autobiography looks at the Bond Bug car.

[bookmark: _xdcen9dnseic]S44E07 – 19.10.2000 – COMPLETE (29:00)

Following the change of hosting motor shows, Top Gear visits the Birmingham Motor Show to report on the latest of motoring exotica. Jason Barlow surveys the range of cars available under the Ford moniker. Tiff Needell tests Renault's hatchbacks, and there's a chance to see Aston Martin and MG Rover's new models.

[bookmark: _zcf5kddfemys]S44E08 – 26.10.2000 – COMPLETE (28:50)

Jason Barlow assesses Alfa's new 156 Sportwagon, Adrian Simpson reveals some surprisingly attractive options for those wanting to put a car on the road for £1,000, Vicki Butler-Henderson gives her Top Gear Verdict on the Mitsubishi FTO and Tiff Needell lines up on the grid at Goodwood – in an Aston Martin valued at some £2.5 million. Jason Barlow provides an update on the car world news.

[bookmark: _8mlj3m10vovt]S44E09 – 02.11.2000 – COMPLETE (28:45)

Jason Barlow gets to grips with the latest Audi A4 and asks if it will be able to hold its own against stiff competition from BMW. Vicki Butler-Henderson attends a track day at Brands Hatch, where drivers of all kinds of cars get the chance to push their vehicles to the limit. Plus, Tiff looks at the history of Reliant, the British car maker that used to make sports cars, Andy shows how you can save fuel by being a better driver, and Vicki gives her verdict on the Citroen Xsara Picasso. Jason Barlow unveils the Jaguar X-Type.

[bookmark: _uzbvqvmyf659]S44E10 – 09.11.2000 – COMPLETE (29:07)

Tiff Needell joins the Ferrari Formula One team in Italy as they celebrate their first victory in 21 years. Meanwhile Vicki Butler-Henderson has a test ride on the bestselling 50cc scooters, and takes the wheel of Ibiza's Cupra R model. Jason drives the latest Honda Civic, as well as reports on Daewoo’s success and ‘Maverick’ approach to the market, while Adrian tests the woeful Nissan Maxima QX 3.0 V6 in the Top Gear Verdict.

[bookmark: _xm5hydyuku1f]S44E11 – 16.11.2000 – COMPLETE (28:30)

Jason Barlow test-drives the new Lexus LS430, while Tiff Needell joins owners and drivers on the grid as he enters the glamorous finals of the biggest Ferrari Festival ever in Italy. Vicki tests the BMW C1 motorbike, Alex Riley visits an American classic car show and Adrian gives his verdict on the Mercedes-Benz S-Class diesel. Plus, highlights from this year's international bike show in Birmingham. 

[bookmark: _gx656phc378t]S44E12 – 23.11.2000 – COMPLETE (29:09)

Tiff Needell investigates the growing popularity of the push-button gear-shift, while Vicki drives the ultimate Transit van. Andy Wilman looks at the secrets of the car salesmen, Adrian shows three new cars for under 6 grand, Jason tests the latest Land Rover Freelander TDi and V6, and the Top Gear Autobiography looks at the Alfa Romeo Spider. 

[bookmark: _nh690p5v24px]S44E13 – 30.11.2000 – COMPLETE (28:53)

The recently beefed up Vauxhall Astra coupe goes head-to-head with Toyota's newly boosted Celica. Tiff Needell celebrates the 40th birthday of Cosworth, the engine that revolutionised Formula One motor racing, Andy visits the War and Peace army festival, Vicki gives her verdict on the Nissan Almera Tino, and a look at the Ford Ka, three years after it first hit the market. Plus, the BMW Z8 meets its automotive ancestor, the BMW 607.

[bookmark: _fq72an3asdqn]S44E14 – 07.12.2000 – COMPLETE (28:59)

Jason Barlow looks at the faulty back window problem of Smart cars, Tiff Needell tests the latest Mercedes-Benz ML55 AMG and Andy Wilman reports on Boria, the fire-breathing monster rocket car. Plus, Adrian Simpson gives his verdict on the 1.9L Renault Clio diesel, Jason reports on Oxford’s Transport Strategy and compares the regular Subaru Impreza to the latest Subaru Impreza Turbo, while Tiff learns some tips from Hollywood movie stunt drivers.

[bookmark: _y7lyp5ba5u7h]S44E15 – 14.12.2000 – COMPLETE (28:57)

In the last of the current series, Jason Barlow takes a look back over a significant year for motorists which has seen massive cuts in car prices and a fuel crisis which brought the country to a standstill. Andy Wilman visits the state-of-the-art safety centre of a company known for its strong emphasis on passenger care, Volvo, while Jason drives the all-awaited new Lotus Elise S2. Adrian gives his Top Gear Verdict on the Volkswagen Beetle 1.6, Vicki rides the Triumph Bonneville, and with Tiff, tests a basket of cars suitable for the cinematic getaway, inspired by Hollywood blockbusters on the likes of ‘60 Seconds’.

[bookmark: _be8ljeumfhsu]S44E16 – 01.02.2001 – COMPLETE (28:56)
Special: Top Gear Awards 2001

[bookmark: _cekdqp5pxbyc][bookmark: _pg98afwbukjq]The Top Gear team of Jason Barlow, Tiff Needell and Vicki Butler-Henderson offer an entertaining and invaluable guide to the new car market as they pick their top choices from the best cars around. Six awards will be presented: best value car, best family car, ultimate dream car, best driver's car, best car advert, and the overall car of the year.
Series 45
Coming into 2001, Top Gear shifted their target audience towards the 40-50-year-old range, reflected by more items on consumer advice and reporting on cars, doing away with most of the more exciting stunts. The already low (compared to the Clarkson era) viewership was dropping even lower, leading to the programme being axed by the BBC Two controller in August of 2001. Regardless, the show powered through the entire summer without taking a break, and making series 45 last the entire year, the only one to do so after series 2. The presenters continued making content for the show until December 2001, when three Top Gear presenters and most of the existing Top Gear production team moved to develop, produce and present Channel 5’s ‘Fifth Gear’, with Jason Barlow being the only one to stay behind and produce the final episode (the Top Gear Awards) in February of 2002.

[bookmark: _dfe2fnl0yfyw]S45E01 – 22.02.2001 – COMPLETE (29:35)

Top Gear returns after a 2 month absence for a weekly dose of motoring on television. This week, Jason Barlow drives the highly-anticipated rival to the Ford Mondeo, the Renault Laguna II. Tiff Needell gets an opportunity to drive the Lamborghini Miura, Adrian Simpson delves into the pleasures and pitfalls of buying second hand Audis and Mercs, as well as drives Fiat’s concept eco car in Turin. Jason also covers the new offerings by the revitalized MG Rover, and Vicki Butler-Henderson  gives her verdict on the Hyundai Santa Fe. Plus, Top Gear Autobiography focuses on the history of the AA.

[bookmark: _63c6trrhqteu]S45E02 – 01.03.2001 – COMPLETE (29:06)

Jason Barlow drives Alfa Romeo’s little 147 and later showcases cars safe for the environment, Vicki takes a F1 enthusiast family for a Formula 1 experience and Adrian Simpson reports on the pros and cons of owning an used BMW 3-Series. Plus, Tiff gives his verdict on the Toyota MR2 SMT and reports on the latest from the Geneva Motor Show.

[bookmark: _t0tho9sxst30]S45E03 – 08.03.2001 – COMPLETE (28:55)

Jason Barlow drives Citroen’s funky C5, Adrian delves into the experience of buying used Swedish cars, Tiff drives the prototype Jaguar XKR-R and Andy Wilman investigates the Shamrock; the Irish-built car, which didn’t catch the spotlight it deserved. Plus, Top Gear Autobiography focuses on the history of the Range Rover and Vicki gets dreary as she gives her verdict on a metaphorical ‘box on wheels’, the Kia Sedona 2.9 TDi.

[bookmark: _8lmcj9h4lwzl]S45E04 – 15.03.2001 – COMPLETE (29:11)

Vicki covers the fall and rise of Skoda, the car manufacturer from the Czech Republic, that was revitalized back to life by Volkswagen. Jason reports on the most environmentally friendly way to dispose of a car and Adrian looks at the pleasures and pitfalls of buying a car in left-hand drive. Plus, Tiff gives the Top Gear Verdict on the Daihatsu YRV, as well as drives the Mercedes C-Class Coupe. The Top Gear Autobiography focuses on the history of the A1.

[bookmark: _djf1ixxx97eu]S45E05 – 22.03.2001 – COMPLETE (28:52)

Jason Barlow drives the all-awaited MGF Trophy at Bedford Autodrome, Tiff drives the Mitsubishi Evo VII at Castle Combe and Andy Wilman meets the Champion couple that is obsessed with the Nissan Figaro. Adrian travels to Orcieres Merlette to find the appeal for off-roading in the snow, and Vicki tries the Vauxhall Astra Eco 4, which aims to reduce fuel consumption. Plus, the Top Gear Verdict is given on the ‘reheated’ Volkswagen Passat.

[bookmark: _ldc0ueaelkky]S45E06 – 29.03.2001 – COMPLETE (28:45)

Vicki drives the Volkswagen Lupo GTi, to find out if VW has come back to their roots to produce a properly quick hot hatchback. Adrian looks at the pros and cons of owning a second hand executive car, Jason reports on the best way to buy a new car without waiting very long, and Vicki gives her verdict on the Skoda Octavia 4x4 in Prague. Plus, the Top Gear Autobiography covers the history of cones. 

[bookmark: _ucyfxfi6y01k]S45E07 – 05.04.2001 – COMPLETE (28:32)

Jason Barlow celebrates 75 years of the legendary Italian marque, Maserati, while Adrian shares the pleasures and pitfalls of buying a used Mazda MX-5. The Top Gear Verdict is given on the Audi A4 Multitronic, Vicki test drives the BMW Compact, and Andy Wilman reports on the man that collects petrol cans. Tiff tests a group of cars that give the ‘power for the pound’.

[bookmark: _bkwq2hf6zsql]S45E08 – 12.04.2001 – COMPLETE (29:23)

Tonight's show reveals the results of a special customer satisfaction survey – a study into buying, owning and running a car that reveals the very best and worst of different models, including which car registered an amazing 1,800 faults.

[bookmark: _miwdzmvxqg1p]S45E09 – 19.04.2001 – COMPLETE (28:39)

Tiff Needell drives the well-awaited 343 horsepower BMW M3, while Vicki, the ‘world’s worst passenger’, tries a spot of sidecar racing. Jason Barlow reports on car depreciation and news on the car world, while Adrian gives a guide on buying second hand Alfa Romeos. Vicki gives her verdict on the Skoda Fabia estate.

[bookmark: _u2lxcqvdy8t3]S45E10 – 26.04.2001 – COMPLETE (28:49)

This week in the motoring magazine Vicki Butler-Henderson tests Citroen and Peugeot hatchbacks that offer better-than-average performance for little more than the cost of a standard model, meanwhile Jason Barlow gives his verdict on the Chrysler Grand Voyager Limited and gives a comprehensive buyer’s guide for owning an used Porsche 911. Plus Tiff Needell learns how to handle a high-powered motorcycle on the road, Alex Riley reports on the ‘return of steam power’ in Hyde Park, and Adrian tries to prove that diesels are good.

[bookmark: _ueur5lehhdrv]S45E11 – 03.05.2001 – COMPLETE (28:38)

The latest model from Jaguar's production lines, the X-Type, marks a radical departure for the luxury brand. Jason Barlow takes the saloon sports car for a spin to see whether its makers will succeed in appealing to a younger demographic, or whether the X-Type will damage their reputation as a top people's car manufacturer. Vicki drives the Royale Windsor kit car, Jason reports on the shocking truth about uninsured drivers, Tiff drives off in the last of the TVR Griffiths ever produced and Adrian shares the pleasures and pitfalls of owning used softroaders.

[bookmark: _sfrw72kc5gs3]S45E12 – 10.05.2001 – COMPLETE (28:14)

Vicki Butler-Henderson and Jason Barlow test family saloons to find the ultimate one, that is standing out of the crowd. Plus, a look at the new Peugeot 307 – has it got what it takes to lead the family hatchback pack? Jason finds out, as well as Tiff drives the recently revived, Dutch-designed Spyker C8 Spyder worth its £150,000 price tag, and the Top Gear Autobiography delves into model miniatures.

[bookmark: _sz824nt2e2o5]S45E13 – 17.05.2001 – COMPLETE (28:48)

Tiff Needell group tests a basket of roadsters, to find the ultimate roadster from the bunch. Adrian shares the pleasures and pitfalls of owning a Mini Cooper, Jason reports on three examples of ‘overlooked’ cars, and Vicki tests the ‘stretched’ Mercedes-Benz A-Class Limo model. Plus, Jason reports on the latest changes in the car world and the Top Gear Verdict is given to the Jaguar S-Type Sport.

[bookmark: _nlxbl5ltguc1]S45E14 – 31.05.2001 – COMPLETE (28:55)

Jason Barlow drives the most anticipated BMW-owned Mini Cooper, while Vicki drives the latest Fiat Punto Abarth, comparing it to the original Fiat 500 Abarth. Tiff drives the Rover 75 Tourer, and Vicki becomes a track marshal for a day. The Top Gear Verdict is given to the Hyundai Elantra.

[bookmark: _wzqgrqer88cs]S45E15 – 07.06.2001 – COMPLETE (29:05)

Jason Barlow assesses the new Renault Clio, while Vicki tests the Gilera DNA – is it a bike, or a scooter? Top Gear Autobiography focuses on the history of in-car entertainment, while Adrian Simpson gives his guide to buying second hand family cars. Tiff has a spin at ASCAR, Britain’s take on the American NASCAR races at the Rockingham Raceway, while Jason gives his Top Gear verdict on the Vauxhall Corsa.
[bookmark: _ud6fni1set4h]
S45E16 – 14.06.2001 – COMPLETE (28:21)

Jason drives the lavish Lexus SC430 convertible – as well as asks the Americans what they think of it, especially when it was designed to be driven on American roads. Vicki gives her verdict on the Rover 25 1.1i, while Adrian pits the MGB against the American favourite, the Ford Mustang. Tiff checks out the latest Range Rover built by Overfinch, and the Top Gear Autobiography focuses on number plates and personalized number plates.

[bookmark: _3clsvxmec7rv]S45E17 – 21.06.2001 – COMPLETE (29:03)

Jason Barlow tests the Ford Maverick, and puts it up against the Land Rover Freelander. Vicki drives the Ginetta G33, Tiff gives his guide on the strange, new world of LPG conversions, and Adrian gives his guide to buying cars in auctions. Plus, the Top Gear Verdict is given to the Chrysler Neon RT, and the Top Gear Autobiography focuses on The Highway Code.

[bookmark: _pri0rjjff7qf]S45E18 – 28.06.2001 – COMPLETE (29:15)

Jason drives the Renault Avantime in Berlin, Vicki tests two Land Rovers purposely-built for the ‘Tomb Raider’ film, and Adrian takes a power tool to the Astra, as he drives the Vauxhall Astra Convertible and gives a guide on buying second hand convertibles to pull girls in. Also, Tiff provides an update on the car world, as well as drives the Kia Magentis, while Jason Barlow reports on speed cameras and their cheeky placement, with a notable appearance of Chief Constable of North Wales, Richard Brunstrom.

[bookmark: _ceed2tjlwdei]S45E19 – 05.07.2001 – COMPLETE (29:05)

Jason drives the latest Morgan Aero 8, despite him being worried about the car using a BMW engine, while Tiff looks back at 100 years of Mercedes-Benz in Stuttgart. Adrian gives a guide to buying a second hand Rolls-Royce, while Vicki tests two ‘sporty’ people carriers. The Top Gear Verdict is given to the Subaru Legacy Outback.

[bookmark: _m34wwsw3ts3c]S45E20 – 12.07.2001 – COMPLETE (29:10)

Tiff Needell sees how BMW's new Mini One compares with its rivals, and competes against Vicki Butler-Henderson in a downhill race at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. Plus, Adrian tests the latest Nissan X-Trail, Jason tests two diesel cars, and Top Gear looks at the highlights of this year’s Goodwood Festival of Speed.

[bookmark: _lubq5yu5r3tc]S45E21 – 19.07.2001 – COMPLETE (28:21)

Tiff Needell and the team test the quality of the new MG road cars and take a look behind-the-scenes at John Travolta's new film Swordfish, which features a TVR Tuscan in the spectacular car chase sequence. Adrian Simpson shares the pleasures and pitfalls of owning Japanese cars.

[bookmark: _2anv7bjc5ebz]S45E22 – 26.07.2001 – COMPLETE (29:17)

With the government pushing to reduce carbon dioxide emitted from cars, company car tax system is being introduced – Jason Barlow explains all to be known about the scheme. Also on the programme, Jason drives the latest Maserati Assetto Corsa, Adrian gives a guide on buying a second hand Lotus Cortina, and Vicki thrashes high-rolling roadster offerings from BMW and Mercedes-Benz. Plus, Adrian reports on the latest news from the car world.

[bookmark: _uczzwr6cu4uf]S45E23 – 02.08.2001 – COMPLETE (28:56)
Special: Value For Money

Twenty percent of Britain's income is spent on motoring. Jason Barlow, Vicki Butler-Henderson, Adrian Simpson and Tiff Needell explore ways of halving that figure by offering advice on the best second-hand deals, reducing insurance premiums, fuel economy and inexpensive maintenance. 

[bookmark: _2nutlenllr65]S45E24 – 09.08.2001 – COMPLETE (28:48)

Tiff Needell test-drives the eagerly-awaited Aston Martin V12 Vanquish, the most talked-about supercar ever to come out of Britain. So does the beautiful two-seater coupe with a top speed of 190mph meet expectations? Also on the programme, Vicki drives the latest Honda Civic Type-R in France, Adrian visits a classic car auction, and Jason tests three latest offerings from BMW, Alfa Romeo and Mercedes-Benz to find the ultimate car for the one with a mid-life crisis. Adrian gives his verdict on the Citroen C5 estate.

[bookmark: _saqb4g72lj]S45E25 – 16.08.2001 – COMPLETE (29:09)

Jason Barlow and Adrian Simpson group test the latest Japanese small cars, which are cheap and cheerful. Vicki pits the Seat Ibiza Cupra R against the Renault Sport Clio 172 on the streets of Birmingham, while Tiff rides the born-again classic, the Harley-Davidson V-Rod. The Top Gear Verdict is given to the Caterham Super 7 Sport, while the Top Gear Autobiography focuses on the Spaghetti Junction.  

[bookmark: _c6utkecq7ab2]S45E26 – 23.08.2001 – COMPLETE (28:59)

Vicki Butler-Henderson road-tests the new TVR Tuscan S, which is rumoured to reach speeds of up to 200mph. Plus a look at where to buy cheap cars, and the new number-plate system. Adrian checks out some car art by Andy Saunders, and gives a retrospective on the Triumph TR7. Plus, Tiff gives his verdict on the new Proton Impian.

[bookmark: _ekemowlgwxcv]S45E27 – 30.08.2001 – COMPLETE (28:51)

Vicki Butler-Henderson meets Alistair McRae, in his rally-spec Hyundai Accent, as well as shares a few anecdotes on his rally calamities with Vicki. Jason Barlow tries out the latest update of the Ford Thunderbird, Tiff Needell assesses the merits of the BMW M3 convertible, while Adrian Simpson tries to understand how the inside of a car can tell you about its owner. Plus, Tiff tells the story of The Marauder – the British sports car, that nobody has ever heard of.

[bookmark: _acfj3ea4gb97]S45E28 – 06.09.2001 – COMPLETE (28:05)

Tiff Needell test-drives the new TVR Tamora and pits it up against the Porsche Boxster S and the BMW M Roadster. Jason Barlow assesses the future of green-engine technology, by trying out a fuel cell-powered car from Ford, while Top Gear looks at the history of traffic lights. Vicki gives her verdict on the Toyota Previa 2.4 CDX Auto, while Adrian shares the pleasures and pitfalls of owning a second hand taxi. 

[bookmark: _x1ijxuzhasef]S45E29 – 20.09.2001 – COMPLETE (29:07)

As passenger seat design had evolved over the last several decades, Vicki Butler-Henderson rode in the Arrows three-seater Formula One car, to find the future of the passenger seat. Jason Barlow compares the new Fiat Stilo, there's a report from the Frankfurt Motor Show including the lowdown on next year's new cars, and Tiff Needell drives sideways as he participates in a stunt competition. Alex Riley visits an autojumble.

[bookmark: _1mav2canujkp]S45E29 – 10.09.2001 – COMPLETE (29:11)

Vicki drives the latest beefed-up Volkswagen Beetle RSi, Adrian drives the well-awaited new Jeep Cherokee, and Jason reports on the worrying world of recalls. Vicki gives her verdict on the Subaru Impreza WRX UK 300, while Tiff joins the 2001 British Touring Car Championship at Oulton Park. 

[bookmark: _zb06yyabaalz]S45E31 – 11.10.2001 – COMPLETE (29:24)

Jason Barlow and Adrian Simpson join a grueling MPG marathon organized by the RAC in a Volkswagen Golf TDi. Vicki drives two sporty estate offerings from Lexus and MG, Adrian takes director Russell Hayes’s BMW for a ‘Changing Vrooms’ makeover, and the Top Gear Verdict is given to the Ford Mustang GT Bullitt 2D.

[bookmark: _789mukm5bqm9]S45E32 – 25.10.2001 – COMPLETE (28:56)

Vicki Butler-Henderson experiences the joys of luxury as she drives the latest BMW 745i, Jason unveils the Jaguar R Coupe with its designer, Ian Callum, and Tiff pits the Honda Civic Type-R up against the MG ZS 180 and the Renault Sport Clio 172. Plus, Adrian reports on the last ever Rolls-Royce to be made in Crewe and the Top Gear Autobiography focuses on road safety films.

[bookmark: _kv7s8i9zsdgg]S45E33 – 08.11.2001 – COMPLETE (29:06)

Jason Barlow, Adrian Simpson and design guru Richard Seymour assess what makes the Ford Focus a bestseller. Tiff drives the British sports car with a BMW pedigree – the FBS Census, Vicki reports on the Kaz electric car, and Adrian shows the humble origins of car manufacturers.

[bookmark: _41jp9g30txlz]S45E34 – 15.11.2001 – COMPLETE (29:20)

Jason Barlow and Adrian Simpson take a look at the Land Rover Freelander and its competition in the off-roader market, while Vicki goes bonkers in a twin-engined Tiger Z100 and Z100 WR. Also, a report on the International Motorcycle Show, and Tiff tests the water-cooled Porsche 911 GT2.

[bookmark: _g1gnpkw4awxf]S45E35 – 10.12.2001 – COMPLETE (28:24)

Jason Barlow and Adrian Simpson report on BMW's fortunes in the competitive executive-car market, while Vicki Butler-Henderson sizes up the new Volkswagen Polo in Sardinia. Tiff reports on the Concourse classic car show at the NEC, while Adrian tests two economical diesel offerings from BMW and Peugeot. 

[bookmark: _svod03z1fb4z]S45E36 – 17.12.2001 – COMPLETE (29:10)

Vicki Butler-Henderson and Adrian Simpson compare the merits of British roadster the MGF with international counterpart the Mazda MX-5. Tiff Needell races a Mini Cooper, Jason Barlow tests the new Mercedes SL500 and Top Gear looks back at the highlights of this series.
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Special: Top Gear Awards 2002

Ronnie Corbett, Murray Walker, Andy Cole and Alvin Hall are among the celebrity guests appearing at the third annual Top Gear Awards ceremony, presented by Jason Barlow. Among the 12 categories up for grabs are an award for industry achievement and Top Gear's Car of the Year Award, plus a look at the best car advertisements. 


